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From your Office Manager…..
First, I would like to thank the volunteers who have helped to maintain the
connection between this office and the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous
here in Memphis. Our Website Committee has done a remarkable job in creating ways to update meeting closures and adding new online meetings that
this crisis has demanded in order to adhere to the new governmental guidelines for social distancing. Our Steering Committee members have been vital
in making sure the necessary literature for groups, treatment facilities, and
individuals is being delivered. I am so grateful.
Second, please accept my gratitude for those who have given their contact
information to the office for 12-Step calls, both during the day and after business hours. I have had calls from those who are uncomfortable utilizing digital technology and some who don’t have access to the internet. With the
creation of many online meetings, one-on-one connection is still absolutely
necessary for the newcomer and those who are feeling isolated. If you
would like to be of service in this way. Please call me at 901-454-1414 with
your name, telephone number, and availability. I will add you to the call list.

Lastly, let me say “thank you” to those groups and members who have been
consistent in their contributions, and to those that have stepped up to support the office during this time of crisis. Because of the temporary closing of
the office to the public, there have been more hurdles to overcome. Especially for the groups that bring in their cash contributions. The office is reopening this week. We will be available should you wish to bring in a contribution.
We have added new payment options to our website. Please visit memphisaa.org. If you have any questions please give us a call.
Love in service,
Gina Ferguson, Office Manager
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Two Eyes Crying
One can only wonder, regardless of your beliefs, that if indeed Bill and Bob are staring down at us from the Big
Meeting in the Sky with all the other AA members who have passed, they have tears of sadness for what the
world is going through in one eye, while they have tears of joy in the other from what they are witnessing in the
fellowship they passed on to us of Alcoholics Anonymous. I am sure that Lois and Anne have the same tears for
what they are witnessing in Al-anon.
What a huge debt we owe all these AA members who have passed on to the Meeting in the Sky! They left us
Three Legacies so strong that it’s members have risen up in a time of crisis the world has never seen since June
10th, 1935, when AA began. Who would have known the 81st anniversary of the publishing of our great big book
would occur during a global pandemic, when alcoholics need the message and solution found in that book like
never before?
Bill and Bob, I am sure, have watched us with the occasional laugh and occasional tear, as we sometimes can’t
help ourselves. We get sober and want to change the program that saved our life, and we go from loving the
worst newcomer ever, to spending too much time judging others and other groups.
However, I am confident that Bill and Bob are witnessing a rebirth of AA love, and love of the fellow alcoholic that
maybe has not been seen since that Mother’s Day in 1935 in a gate house in Akron, OH, that was technically before AA even started.
There are plenty of days one can ask themselves if Bill and Bob are proud of how the current members of AA are
treating, and taking care of, these great three legacies they left in our care. I am sure there are plenty of days they
are disappointed.
The last five weeks, I am sure, includes no days of disappointment. I look forward to the future AA convention
play, showing Bill and Bob at the Big Meeting in the Sky, giving a play-by-play of everything they witnessed during
these days. Tears in their eyes, witnessing the miracles made possible by the power of Alcoholics Anonymous
love.
It is easy to imagine them looking at us attending meetings on Zoom, speaking on the phone with a newcomer we
met in a Zoom meeting, calling an older member of our group
to make sure they are ok, taking someone through the Big
Book, or just taking the time off to read some AA literature.
“The unique ability of each A.A. to identify
It is also easy to imagine them being proud of seeing the instructions they left for us being carried out. Because many
AA members are not just attending Zoom meetings, but because of their sobriety, they are on the front lines fighting this
pandemic as doctors, nurses, paramedics, fire fighters, police
officers, National Guard, clerks at the grocery store, and on
and on. What a gift these two men left us, and it’s evident
that not only have we preserved this gift, but we are using it
to be of maximum service to God and those about us, inside
Alcoholics Anonymous and outside.

Billy N.
Buford, GA

himself with, and bring recovery to, the
newcomer in no way depends upon his
learning, eloquence, or on any special
individual skills. The only thing that
matters is that he is an alcoholic who has
found a key to sobriety. These legacies of
suffering and of recovery are easily passed
among alcoholics, one to the other. This is
our gift from God, and its bestowal upon
others like us is the one aim that today
animates A.A.’s all around the globe.“
Page 150, Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, with permission
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Concept V:

Throughout our world services structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal”

ought to prevail, thus assuring us that minority opinion will be heard and that petitions for
the redress of personal grievances will be carefully considered.
Newcomers to A.A.’s General Service Conference are often surprised at the pains taken by the
presiding officer to make sure the minority has a second opportunity to present its views. Even
after extensive debate on an issue, followed by a vote in which a “substantial unanimity” is
reached, those opposed are polled individually to see if they wish to speak further to their minority view. In fact, numerous instances can be cited in which this minority view is so compelling the
Conference has then reversed itself. This is A.A.’s “Right of Appeal” in action, and Bill says the
same principle should apply to meetings of our area committees, trustee committees and boards.
On an issue of grave importance, the minority has the actual duty of presenting its views. This
“Right of Appeal” recognizes that minorities frequently can be right; that even when they are in
error they still perform a most valuable service when they compel a thorough-going debate on
important issues. The well-heard minority, therefore, is our chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed, hasty or angry majority. “Trusted servants,” according to Bill, “do for the
groups what the groups cannot or should not do for themselves.” And in exercising their “Right
of Decision” (see Concept III), trusted servants are almost always “a small but truly qualified minority” — whether in the form of area committees, staffs, boards or even the General Service
Conference itself. It is incumbent upon them, therefore, in their own meetings, to pay special deference to the minority voice.
From the pamphlet: The Twelve Concepts of World Service, Illustrated P-8
Copyright 2017 by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc.

Step Five:
Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact
nature of our wrongs.
Tradition Five:
Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.
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Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.

1. Do I ever cop out by saying, “I’m not a group, so this or that Tradition doesn’t apply to me”?
2. Am I willing to explain firmly to a newcomer the limitations of AA help, even if he gets mad at
me for not giving him a loan?
3. Have I today imposed on any AA member for a special favor or consideration simply because I
am a fellow alcoholic?
4. Am I willing to twelfth-step the next newcomer without regard to who or what is in it for me?
5. Do I help my group in every way I can to fulfill our primary purpose?

6. Do I remember that AA old-timers, too, can be alcoholics who still suffer? Do I try both to help
them and to learn from them?
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS
Apr 20

Apr 19

Jan - Apr 20

Came to Believe Group
Central Gardens Group
Cherokee Group
Collierville Group
Common Solution
Covington
Downtown Nooners
Earlybird
East Goodman Road
Frayser Group
Germantown Happy
Germantown Noon
Heavy Hitters
Hickory Hill
Hopeful High Nooners
Horn Lake
IG Monthly rep meeting
Jaywalkers
Lakeland
Love and Tolerance
Millington
Mustard Seed
Neshoba Awakening
New Start
Nooners
Out-of-Towners
Overton Park
Pleasant Hill
Primary Purpose
Real Deal
S.O.S.
Second Chance
Serenity
Seriously Sober
Shady Ladies
Sober Journey
Soberpalooza
Solutions Group
Steering Committee
TCYPAA
The Bright Spot
Three Legged Stool
Traditions
Two Doors Down
Unity Group
WAAGL
Winchester

50.00
50.00
0.00
445.01
0.00
20.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
160.00
0.00
100.00
0.00
5.00
0.00
0.00
240.17
0.00
0.00
0.00
10.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
300.00
75.00
200.00
273.63
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
207.16
25.00
0.00

50.00
0.00
0.00
509.88
0.00
30.00
0.00
300.00
0.00
25.00
0.00
623.24
20.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
69.69
393.10
250.00
0.00
0.00
10.00
25.00
0.00
45.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
30.00
50.00
0.00
105.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
902.76
200.00
0.00
200.00
100.00
163.23
25.00
0.00

200.00
350.00
600.00
764.15
600.00
105.00
50.00
318.08
200.00
25.00
400.00
953.47
20.00
100.00
200.00
15.00
69.55
80.00
808.53
0.00
200.00
70.00
20.00
50.00
250.00
45.00
30.00
67.55
25.00
213.38
300.00
225.00
200.00
773.22
100.00
100.00
317.89
140.00
46.00
0.00
100.00
100.00
1.21
303.25
511.11
100.00
187.00

TOTAL

2,160.97

4,126.90

10,346.39
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DOWNTOWN THURSDAY
NIGHT GROUP:
Travis B………………..…5 yrs

Scott E………...…......….6 yrs
Cole E…………….……...15 yrs
Steve M……….………..31 yrs

WAAGL:
Mike M……………….....22 yrs

REAL DEAL:
Nakia Y……………..….. 17 yrs

Elini H……...…….…...…...1 yr
Diane Z……………..…...33 yrs

Diane B……………..…...12 yrs
Larry J…………...……..12 yrs
Jerome B…………..…...10 yrs

MIRACLES AMONG US:

Charlotte L………...……5 yrs

Mike D…………..……..20 yrs

WINCHESTER GROUP:
GERMANTOWN NOON:

Janet H………….……...17 yrs

Sumiya……………....……...4 yrs

Carol F………………….23 yrs

Mark F……………...……...15 yrs

Melissa D………….……16 yrs

Shirley M…………….…...16 yrs

Sherry L…………….….42 yrs

Mary H……………...……..14 yrs
Susan W..…………..……….1 yr

S.O.S.:

George N………….………7 yrs

Ida B…………….…...….12 yrs

Sandy S…...…....………….3 yrs
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BECAUSE OF THE MANY
CANCELLATIONS OF
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
AND LOCAL EVENTS, WE
ASK THAT YOU CALL THE
OFFICE OR CHECK THE
WEBSITE FOR UPDATED
INFORMATION. THE
LIST YOU WOULD
NORMALLY FIND HERE
WILL BE AVAILABLE
AGAIN IN NEXT
MONTH’S “TIPPLER”
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30

31

Become a High Fiver!
Memphis Area Intergroup has been the link between the A.A. recovery community and the newcomer and, even as
importantly, with one another since 1960. Many of us are grateful to the office for its helping hand, but have either
not known that Intergroup needs our support, or our contributions have
been put off due to our
new busy and happy lives. “High Fivers” is a way we
have found to allow
members to show their gratitude by making sure the
services provided by the
office continues. High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a
$5.00 contribution per
month, either monthly, quarterly, or annually. Contact our office with details
on the ways with which you can submit your monetary contributions. Intergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for
your contributions at the
end of each calendar year. These contributions are tax deductible. As an expression of gratitude, you will receive
a hard copy of this newsletter in the mail each month. We hope that you will join us in supporting Intergroup, so
they may continue serving the suffering alcoholic, the A.A. group and the community.

Page 10

The Legacy of Recovery
Twelve Steps are a group of principles, spiritual in their nature, which, if practiced as a way of life, can
expel the obsession to drink and enable the sufferer to become happily and usefully whole.
Many of us, upon first seeing those words, asked ourselves the question "Can it be just that simple?" -and then heard a voice inside us answer "Yes."
Bill's application of AA principles to ever-changing circumstances was another of his remarkable talents. Day in and day out, letters would arrive at his desk asking for his "last word" on a matter of AA
policy. And, in answer after answer Bill would fall back upon the basic principles of AA's three Legacies, tempered by wisdom, humor, perspective, and regard for the feelings of others.
One warm example occurred in 1968 when a well-meaning AA wrote to Bill, in deep concern, about an
influx of youthful hippies or flower children to local AA groups, along with their distinctive manner of
dress, sexual mores, and other unorthodox behavior, including the use of drugs. The writer feared
that this particular invasion might be "a very real threat to our wonderful, God-given program."
Bill's reply was typical of his use of AA principles to meet new challenges.
"Your letter about the hippie problem, so-called, was mighty interesting to me. I doubt that we need
to be alarmed about this situation, because there have been precedents out of the past. All sorts of
outfits have tried to move in on us, including communists and heroin addicts, prohibitionists and dogooders of other persuasions.

"Nearly all of these people, who happened to have an individual problem with alcohol, not only failed
to change AA, but, in the long run, AA changed them. I have a number of them among my closest
friends today, and they are among the best AA's I know.
"You also have some people who are not alcoholics, but are addicts of other kinds. A great many AAs
have taken pity on these people, and have actually tried to make them full-fledged AA's. Of course,
their identification with alcoholics is no good at all, and the groups themselves easily stop this practice
in the normal course of AA affairs.

"Thoughtful AAs, however, encourage these sponsors to bring addicts to open meetings, just as they
would any other interested people. In the end, these addicts usually gravitate to other forms of therapy. They are not received on the platform in open meetings unless they have an alcohol problem, and
closed meetings are, of course, denied them. We know that we cannot do everything for everybody
with an addiction problem.
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"There has also occurred lately a new development centering upon hippies who have LSD or marijuana
troubles -- not so much stronger stuff. Many of these kids appear to be alcoholics also, and they are
flocking into AA, often with excellent results.

"Some weeks ago, there was a young people's convention of AAs. Shortly thereafter, four of these kids
visited the office. I saw one young gal prancing down the hall, hair flying, in a mini-skirt, wearing love
beads and the works. I thought, 'Holy smoke, what now!' She told me she was the oldest member of
the young people's group in her area -- age twenty-two! They had kids as young as sixteen. I was curious and took the whole party out to lunch.
"Well, they were absolutely wonderful. They talked (and acted) just about as good a kind of AA as I've
seen anywhere. I think all of them said they had had some kind of drug problem, but had kicked that,
too. When they first came around, they had insisted on their own ideas of AA, but in the end they found
AA plenty good enough as it was. Though they needed their own meetings, they found interest and inspiration in the meetings of much older folks as well.
"Perhaps, as younger people come into AA, we shall have to put up with some unconventional nonsense -- with patience and good humor, let's hope. But it should be well worth the attempt. And also, if
various hippie addicts want to form their own sort of fellowship along AA lines, by all means let us encourage them. We need deny them only the AA name, and assure them that the rest of our program is
theirs for the taking and using -- any part or all of it.
"For these reasons, I feel hopeful and not a bit scared by this trend. Of course, I'm no prophet. I may be
mistaken, so please keep me posted. This is a highly interesting and perhaps significant development. I
certainly do not think it ought to be fought. Instead, it ought to be encouraged in what we already
know to be workable channels.
In affection ... Bill"
Copyright © The A.A. Grapevine, Inc., March 1971
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Memphis Area Intergroup Association
Memphis Area Intergroup Association
3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

901 454-1414 office
901 454-0420 fax
memphisarea@bellsouth.net

IT’S OKAY TO BE ME
Time after time newcomers have tried to keep to themselves
certain facts about their lives. . . . they have turned to easier
methods. . . . But they had not learned enough humility. . . .

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, pp. 72-73

memphis-aa.org

Humility sounds so much like humiliation, but it really is the
ability to look at myself—and honestly accept what I find. I no
longer need to be the “smartest” or “dumbest” or any other
“est.” Finally, it is okay to be me. It is easier for me to accept
myself if I share my whole life. If I cannot share in meetings,
then I had better have a sponsor—someone with whom I can
share those “certain facts” that could lead me back to a drunk,
to death. I need to take all the Steps. I need the Fifth Step to
learn true humility. Easier methods do not work.”

Excerpt From Daily Reflections
AA World Services, Inc

M.A.I.A.
3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and will be emailed to
anyone interested. However, if you’d like to receive a copy via USPS,
a contribution of $5 monthly, or $60 annually, helps defray the costs
involved. Fill out the form below and , along with your contribution,
mail to the above address. We thank you!
Name______________________________
Email______________________________
Address_____________________________
City______________________State______
Zip Code__________

