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MAIA
IG REP
Business meeting will be September 13, 2020
at 1:00 pm

September 2020
Volume 56 No. 9

We are excited to announce the newest addition
to our display cabinet! Milton McL,,
long-time member of The Traditions Group, has
brought another First Edition to the office, and this time
it is a First Printing!!! For those who have ever wondered why our beloved book, Alcoholics Anonymous,
was nicknamed
the “Big Book”,
one look at this
volume will
surely settle
that. The thick
paper and wide
margins were,
as AA lore goes,
Bill’s attempt to
create a weighty
volume, worthy
of the expense.
We think it is.

September Birthdays
CENTRAL GROUP:
Joe A………………….....27 yrs

GERMANTOWN NOON:

REAL DEAL:

Jen C………………..….…..7 yrs

Cassandra P………….…15 yrs

Brian D…………….…….14 yrs
Anita K……………....….16 yrs

September L………...…10 yrs

Angie T……………....…...10 yrs

Pat T…………………..….41 yrs

Anna K…………..………...4 yrs

David S……………..…….2 yrs

Tom S……………….…….23 yrs
Traci S…………..….…….13 yrs
Jean S………………..…….39 yrs
UNITY:
Stacey B………………………..4 yrs
Deloris C…………………….27 yrs

THINGS WE CANNOT
CHANGE:
Mary Kay A, 35 years
Bluff City Group & Two Doors Down
Alvin T, 12 years
New Start Group
Clancy I., 62 yrs
Pacific Goup
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Schedule of Events
MAIA IG REPS MTG
September 13 @1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom ID# 604 292 8975
District 20 Monthly Business Meeting
September 14 @ 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Last Chance Group, 3002 Airways Blvd
Memphis, TN
District 21 Monthly Business Meeting
September 14 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 938 0624 2934 PW 2121
District 22 Monthly Business Meeting
TBA
Area 51 Group, 3563 Thomas St
Memphis, TN 38127
District 23 Monthly Business Meeting
September 6 @ 11:00 a.m.
Zoom ID #851 8878 9376 PW 847990
District 24 Monthly Business Meeting
September 5 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Zoom ID #132801735 PW 020409
District 25 Monthly Business Meeting
September 9 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Germantown Municipal Park w/Zoom option
Memphis Area Treatment Facility Committee
September 7 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 3400679076, PW 0
Memphis Area Correctional Committee
September 1 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Came to Believe, 2865 Walnut Grove
Memphis, TN 38111
Cooperation w/ Professionals Committee
September 2 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Zoom ID# 854 4657 0800 PW 135177
Memphis Area Grapevine Committee
September 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Zoom ID#
Memphis Area Archives Committee
September 27 @ 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Two Doors Down
1578 Yorkshire
Memphis, TN 38119

September 2020
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Become a High Fiver!
Memphis Area Intergroup has been the link between the A.A. recovery community and the newcomer and, even as importantly, with one another since 1960. Many of us are grateful to the office for its helping hand, but have either not known
that Intergroup needs our support, or our contributions have been put off due to our new busy and happy lives. “High
Fivers” is a way we have found to allow members to show their gratitude by making sure the services provided by the office continues.
High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a $5.00 contribution per month, either monthly, quarterly, or annually. Contact our office with details on the ways with which you can submit your monetary contributions.
Intergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for your contributions at the end of each calendar year. These contributions are tax deductible.
As an expression of gratitude, you will receive a hard copy of this newsletter in the mail each month.
We hope that you will join us in supporting Intergroup, so they may continue serving the suffering alcoholic, the A.A. group
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS
Aug 20
7th Tradition/SC

Aug 19

Jan - Aug 20

0.00

0.00

12.00

Came to Believe Group

50.00

50.00

400.00

Central Gardens Group

50.00

50.00

500.00

Cherokee Group

0.00

0.00

600.00

Collierville Group

0.00

0.00

764.15

Common Solution

0.00

0.00

600.00

132.12

0.00

212.12

Coughlin Gordon

0.00

0.00

50.00

Covington

0.00

11.00

105.00

Customer

0.00

150.00

0.00

Downtown Nooners N/S

0.00

0.00

50.00

Downtown Thursday Night Group

0.00

0.00

144.00

100.00

150.00

418.08

East Goodman Road

0.00

100.00

200.00

Frayser Group

0.00

25.00

25.00

Fresh Start AA Group

0.00

0.00

5.18

Friends of Bill W

0.00

0.00

175.00

Germantown Happy

0.00

372.12

400.00

Germantown Noon

68.48

0.00

2,226.00

Heavy Hitters

20.00

0.00

40.00

Hickory Hill

0.00

100.00

100.00

Hopeful High Nooners

0.00

0.00

200.00

10.00

0.00

45.00

IG Monthly rep meeting

0.00

49.00

69.55

Jaywalkers

0.00

72.53

142.76

Lakeland

0.00

0.00

1,192.38

Love and Tolerance

0.00

50.73

0.00

MAIA

0.00

19.00

0.00

Men of Recovery

0.00

6.43

0.00

Midtown Group

0.00

0.00

217.50

Cordova Hope Group

Earlybird

Horn Lake
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Millington

0.00

0.00

200.00

114.00

0.00

184.00

10.00

10.00

50.00

New Start

0.00

25.00

50.00

Nooners

0.00

0.00

250.00

45.00

45.00

90.00

Overton Park

0.00

0.00

30.00

Pleasant Hill

73.34

101.19

222.79

Primary Purpose

0.00

0.00

25.00

Real Deal/Oats Manor AA

0.00

0.00

213.38

Recovery on the River

0.00

100.00

0.00

S.O.S.

0.00

0.00

500.00

Second Chance

0.00

75.00

450.00

Serenity

0.00

0.00

200.00

Serenity Group

0.00

100.00

0.00

Seriously Sober

100.00

0.00

1,328.61

Shady Ladies

200.00

0.00

500.00

Sober Journey

0.00

100.00

200.00

Soberpalooza

0.00

0.00

317.89

Solutions Group

0.00

140.00

560.00

South Memphis

29.97

0.00

29.97

Stateline

0.00

0.00

96.80

Steering Committee

0.00

0.00

46.00

The Bright Spot

0.00

300.00

100.00

Three Legged Stool

0.00

0.00

350.00

Tiki Group

321.00

0.00

321.00

Traditions

0.00

0.00

321.21

200.00

100.00

1,503.25

0.00

145.00

962.68

25.00

25.00

200.00

125.00

0.00

125.00

Winchester

0.00

0.00

286.52

Worldly Indeed

0.00

0.00

274.00

1,673.91

2,472.00

18,881.82

Mustard Seed
Neshoba Awakening

Out-of-Towners Fellowship Group

Two Doors Down
Unity Group
WAAGL
Whitehaven Morning Sunrisers-

TOTAL
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THE BIG BOOK OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
When Bill Wilson, a once-successful stockbroker, descended into alcoholism in
the 1920s and ’30s, addiction was largely regarded as a moral failing, a crime, a sin — or
all three. (This was the height of Prohibition, after all.) There were no fancy rehabs, but
there were a few hospitals that specialized in the treatment of alcoholics. Wilson found
himself in one of them, Towns Hospital in Manhattan, in the fall of 1933.
There he met William D. Silkworth, who told Wilson his theory that addiction
was actually a medical condition akin to an allergy and that the only long-term solution
was total abstinence from alcohol. (The American Medical Association declared alcohol
and drug addiction an illness in 1956. In 2016, a Surgeon General’s report described it
as a chronic brain disease with the potential for both relapse and recovery.)
Wilson latched on to Silkworth’s medical theory, but that didn’t help him abstain.
He ended up in Towns Hospital three more times over the next year. With Wilson unable to work, his long-suffering wife, Lois, took a job at Macy’s.
During this period, Wilson was visited by an old drinking buddy who’d managed
to quit after joining something called the Oxford Group.
Started in 1921 by missionary Frank Buchman, the Oxford Group was a Christian
evangelical movement that promoted confession of one’s sins, restitution for harms
caused, frequent meditation and unselfish service to others. Wilson’s friend encouraged
him to join.
Never a religion buff, Wilson demurred. In hopes he’d come around, his friend told him
about William James’s book “The Varieties of Religious Experience” and described another Oxford Group member’s meeting with famed psychiatrist Carl Jung, who told
him he’d only quit drinking via a “spiritual awakening.”
Finally, following his fourth trip to the hospital and a “bright light” conversion experience, Wilson took his last drink in late 1934. He threw himself into the Oxford
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Group, focusing his service efforts on getting other alcoholics sober. For months, he
was unsuccessful.
Wilson kept trying — this time meeting with a doctor in Akron, Ohio, who had been
struggling with alcohol for years. It worked; Dr. Robert Smith took his last drink on June
10, 1935, which A.A. now regards as the day of its founding.
Within a few years, Wilson and Smith assembled about 100 recovered alcoholics,
who were eventually pushed out of the Oxford Group. To help their movement grow,
they wrote a book. Wilson volunteered to write it, but the group’s members, sticking to
the notion of unselfish service, voted not to pay him.
Wilson threw all his influences into writing the new program — Silkworth, James,
Jung — and he expanded the Oxford Group’s six steps to 12.
On the 161-page review copy, Wilson and his friends scribbled edits in red, blue
and black pencil. One of them persuaded Wilson to change the tone of the entire thing
from lecturing advice to a humble offering of personal experience. Thus, “Half measures
will avail you nothing” became “Half measures availed us nothing.”
Initially, the self-published book seemed doomed. According to “Pass It On: The
Story of Bill Wilson and How the A.A. Message Reached the World,” 5,000 copies sat in
a warehouse for months, nearly bankrupting them. But after positive coverage on radio
and in the Saturday Evening Post, sales exploded, and requests for help came flooding in
to the newly formed Alcoholic Foundation.
The Big Book is one of the best-selling books of all time, having sold 30 million
copies. In 2011, Time magazine placed the book on its list of the 100 best and most influential books written in English since 1923, the beginning of the magazine. In 2012, the
Library of Congress designated it as one of 88 “Books that Shaped America.”
Today, A.A. claims more than 2 million members in 170 countries.
*reprinted with permission from Profiles in History

Page 8

Step 9:
“Made direct amends to such people
wherever possible, except when to
do so would injure them or others.”
Concept IX:
Good service leadership at all
levels is indispensable for our
future functioning and safety.
Primary world service leadership, once exercised by the
founders, must necessarily be
assumed by the trustees.

Tradition Nine: AA, as such,
ought never be organized; but
we may create service boards or
committees directly responsible
to those they serve.
1. Do I still try to boss things in AA?
2. Do I resist formal aspects of AA because I fear them as authoritative?
3. Am I mature enough to understand
and use all elements of the AA program—even if no one makes me do
so—with a sense of personal responsibility?
4. Do I exercise patience and humility in
any AA job I take?
5. Am I aware of all those to whom I am
responsible in any AA job?
6. Why doesn’t every AA group need a
constitution and bylaws?
7. Have I learned to step out of an AA job
gracefully—and profit thereby—when
the time comes?
8. What has rotation to do with anonymity? With humility?

Living amends is different than making
amends. It means living a completely new,
sober lifestyle, and being committed to
that lifestyle for both yourself and for
those you’ve harmed in the past.
*author unknown
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MAY 1974

The Wonderful World of Computers
When the computers processing Grapevine subscriptions garble an address, as they
sometimes do, the whole staff goes into a decline. It was an inspiration, then, to receive the following letter from W. M. H., secretary of the Graceland Group, Memphis,
Tenn. She tells of another AA collision with modern technology:
"As most groups do, we bank our collections and write checks for expenses. Last
month, when I went to pick up the mail, we had all these notices of checks returned
for insufficient funds. Some were for over $200 each. We have never even had that
kind of money! I went to the bank to get this cleared up, and the manager told me that
we would have to close the account immediately, as we were buying liquor all over
town. Of course, I explained then that we couldn't be, as this was an AA group.
"He checked further and found that the Graceland Liquor Store had our account number printed on their new checks. The Graceland Group of AA was paying the liquor
bills for the liquor store. When the manager discovered this, he laughed so hard, he
could hardly tell me what had happened."
*reprinted with permission aagrapevine.org

OFFICE ACTIVITIES
Walk-ins……………………………………...…...89
Twelve Step calls………………………………….12
General info calls……………………………..….45
Meeting info requests……………………………...36
After hours calls…………………………………..102
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OCTOBER 1957

About Forgiveness
BY: TANI | LONDON
WHAT is FORGIVENESS? As an alcoholic, now sober In AA, I think that I know what it feels like to be
forgiven by other people. I could not feel forgiveness in my drinking days because I could not forgive myself. I was playing God and counted myself worthy only of punishment. With continuous sobriety comes a gradual and happy awareness of the forgiveness of God for our previous maltreatment of others and ourselves. Only with this gradual awareness comes the ability, I believe, to forgive others and ourselves to some degree.
At first forgiveness seems like a cessation of resentment, but later it becomes the putting of God's
love into action. True forgiveness means letting fall from the mind all hankering after recompense
and all secret reservations regarding the protection of what we consider to be our own rights. We
are only secure enough to do this when we have personal proof that God is "for" us and not merely
"in spite of us." We are then rich enough to forgive the world.
Forgiveness is the most transforming and healing operation in this world and I believe it is necessary to our spiritual, mental physical health. We are bound to receive it in order to receive sobriety
and we are bound to give it in order to maintain sobriety. It is so the essence of love that sometimes we forgive without knowing it by falling to observe some action or attitude which we would
have seized upon as an outrage before.
Where there is lack of forgiveness there is likely to be some resentment from which, sooner or later,
we may seek, release. But when we have learned to forgive we shall not need any release.
It is written in the Big Book that half measures availed us nothing. Half-forgiving will not avail us
very much either. It was described by a minister I heard recently as "holding a club in readiness behind our back and saying, beneath our breath, 'so long as you don't do it again.'
I It seems to me that forgiving on condition is not forgiveness at all and will avail us nothing,
whereas true forgiveness is the outcome of realizing that nothing except our own thinking can hurt
us now.
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Other people, alcoholics and non-alcoholics, can give us what we are told to expect--injustice, criticism, ridicule, misunderstanding. They cannot harm us now, for they lost the power of injury when
we lost our desire for self-destruction. Only our thinking, if it becomes negative and self-centered,
can harm us now.
I find that as I try to live the new way of life in AA I am gradually developing a new way of thinking.
This way of thinking, this attitude to all my affairs, is the only one I can have. It is the truth for me-that truth which

is setting me free. In fol-

lowing this way

of thinking and living to

the best of my

ability I find myself

wealthy in love
wealth that
forgiveness of
their forgivemyself.
Personally I find
myself than to

MAIA IG REP Meeting Schedule
for 2020:
September 13, 2020
October 4, 2020
November 1, 2020
December 6, 2020

perhaps be-

and friendship. This is the
makes possible for me
others, acceptance of
ness, and forgiveness of
it more difficult to forgive
forgive other people,
cause I have been in the

habit for so many years of beating myself on my own head with my own brick-bat. It seems to me
that now there is no question of whom to use it on. Since we are no longer our own property, but
God's, we must let the brick-bat go. With it goes that alcoholic love of punishment.
There is no doubt in my mind that God has made us new. Otherwise I would not be sober writing
this now and you would not be sober reading it. This marvelous fact is in itself evidence of Divine
Forgiveness, so what forgiving of self do we have left to do?
Now I see forgiveness as a loving spirit which cannot be misinterpreted. It knows nothing of fear
and nothing of holier-than-thouness. It is without reservation. It is one of the greatest powers and
blessings of our new way of living. It can only bring harmony and goodness--and sometimes tears
of joy. It can bring these blessings to one who is forgiven, but in much greater abundance to the
one who forgives. It is a power-line to sobriety.
Let us never pass it by.

Memphis Area Intergroup Association
3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
901 454-1414 office
901 454-0420 fax
memphisarea@bellsouth.net

memphis-aa.org

M.A.I.A.
3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and will be emailed
to anyone interested. However, if you’d like to receive a copy
via USPS, a contribution of $5 monthly, or $60 annually, helps
defray the costs involved. Fill out the form below and , along
with your contribution, mail to the above address. We thank
you!
Name______________________________
Email______________________________
Address_____________________________
City______________________State______
Zip Code__________

Daily Reflections
September 14
PEACE OF MIND
Do we lay the matter before our sponsor or spiritual adviser, earnestly asking God’s help and guidance–meanwhile
resolving to do the right thing when it becomes clear, cost
what it may?
-TWELVE STEPS AND TWELVE TRADITIONS, p p. 8687

My belief in a Higher Power is an essential part
of my work on Step Nine; forgiveness, timing,
and right motives are the other ingredients. My
willingness to do the Step is a growing experience that opens the door for new and honest
relationships with the people I have harmed. My
responsible action brings me closer to the spiritual principles of the program — love and service. Peace of mind, serenity, and a stronger
faith are sure to follow.

