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The Intergroup Office has, since 1950, striven to be the connection between those who suffer and those who have found a solution. Never has
it been more important to maintain this connection, as the COVID-19
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pandemic has created fear and isolation for many. We are grateful to
those who have given of their time and resources to make sure that the
alcoholic who reaches out finds the hand of AA. Coming together to exalthough we cannot come together in person for this Gratitude CelebraOur southern tradition of the cake auction will continue this year as an
online live auction before the main speaker,
Courtney S. Should you
be the winning bidder,
you may have your cake
delivered to a treatment
center of your choice,
or you can pick it up at
the Intergroup Office.
We look forward to seeing you on Zoom!

“I try hard to hold fast to the truth that a
full and thankful heart cannot entertain
certain conceits. When brimming with
gratitude, one's heartbeat must surely result in outgoing love, the finest emotion
that we can ever know.”
AS BILL SEES IT, p. 37
*reprinted with permission

Page 2

WHILE SUPPLIES
LAST!!

For a contribution of $7.50 or
more to the Intergroup Office, you
will receive this coffee mug with
the MAIA logo as a token of our
appreciation.
NOVEMBER 1954

Thanksgiving is Gratitude in Action
BY: BILL W.

WE not only feel grateful, we say so with the joy of prisoners set free. We thank God for His light
whereby we now see; and for the gift of His grace by which we breathe and live in a wondrous new
world.
The pilgrim creators of Thanksgiving day never found a more promising land than ours. They gave
thanks for their better chance of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
We, too, give thanks for those blessings and for many more. We give thanks for all the pains and trials
of our mysterious malady, alcoholism. For out of these sufferings have come our incredible gifts of
faith and freedom, together with such an opportunity for serving God and man as few societies have
ever known.
We are at peace with ourselves and all about us. Our land of freedom is today the whole world where
we are citizens of nearly every race and clime. At last we belong, and we are not alone anymore.
So we say to each other, "Happy Thanksgiving." Few can guess how greatly we AAs treasure those
words.
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Concept X
Every service responsibility should be matched by an equal service
authority — the scope of such authority to be always well defined
whether by tradition, by resolution, by specific job description or by
appropriate charters and bylaws.
Our service structure cannot function effectively and harmoniously
unless, at every level, each operational responsibility is matched by a
corresponding authority to discharge it. This requires that authority
must be delegated at every level — and that the responsibility and
authority of every entity are well defined and clearly understood. As
we have seen (Concept I) “final responsibility and ultimate authority” reside with the A.A. groups, and they delegate this authority to
the Conference (Concept II). The Conference, in turn, delegates to the
General Service Board the authority to manage A.A.’s affairs
(Concept VI) in its behalf. The board is in authority over its subsidiary operating corporations — A.A. World Services, Inc. and AA
Grapevine, Inc. — but it delegates to the directors of those corporations the authority necessary to run these service entities. The directors are in authority over the executives of the corporations, but delegate to these officers the authority needed to carry out their administrative responsibilities. And finally, the executives delegate to the
G.S.O. and Grapevine staff members and other employees the authority necessary to carry out their important service jobs.

Tradition Eleven:
Our public relations policy is based
on attraction rather than promotion;
we need always maintain personal
anonymity at the level of press, radio, and films.
1. Do I sometimes promote AA so fanatically that I make it seem unattractive?

2. Am I always careful to keep the confidences reposed in me as an AA member?

3. Am I careful about throwing AA names
around—even within the Fellowship?

4. Am I ashamed of being a recovered, or
recovering, alcoholic?

5. What would AA be like if we were not
guided by the ideas in Tradition Eleven?

“It is perfectly clear,” says Bill, “that when delegated authority is operating well, it should not be constantly interfered with.” Otherwise,
he warns, “those charged with operating responsibly will be demoralized.” For example, the General Service Board owns the two operating corporations and its authority over them is absolute.
“Nevertheless, so long as things go well, it is highly important that
the trustees do not unnecessarily interfere with or usurp the operating authority of these entities.” “To sum up: Let us always be sure
that there is an abundance of final or ultimate authority to correct or
to reorganize; but let us be equally sure that all of our trusted servants have a clearly defined and adequate authority to do their daily
work and to discharge their clear responsibilities.”

Where would I be?

6. Is my AA sobriety attractive enough that
a sick drunk
would want
such a quality
for himself?

Step 11
Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God, praying only for the knowledge of his will for
us and the power to carry it out.
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WAAGL
“We aren’t a glum lot! If newcomers could see no joy or fun in our existence, they wouldn’t
want it. We absolutely insist on enjoying life.” P. 132 BB
These brief statements reflect the spirit of the Bartlett WAAGL home group! WAAGL is an
active, lively home group with about 150 members from all backgrounds. As active members
of District 24 and Area 64, our trusted servants provide leadership and a voice in matters of
concern. We are particularly active on the local level, hosting numerous service projects and
in our AA community.
WAAGL has been the host and organizing force behind the Memphis in May BBQ event for
many years. While the event was held at our location at 7717 Hwy 70 (Summer Avenue) in
Bartlett for a long while, the event moved to a larger more comfortable venue closer to downtown Memphis in recent years. At the competitive and deliciously aromatic event, a large
number of BBQ teams vie for honors while enjoying live music and hearing speakers share
their experience, strength, and hope. The event is enjoyed by a large number of visitors and
family members of active AA members. It’s a good time!
WAAGL hosts a number of meetings daily at our location noted above which sits behind the
Stewart Brothers Hardware Store complex on Summer Avenue in Bartlett.
● M-F

7AM

Early Risers Face-to-Face

● SA & SU 8AM

Early Risers Face-to-Face

● M – SU

12:00 Noon WAAGL Face-to-Face, and Zoom ID#295-259-2236

● M – SU

5:55 PM

WAAGL Face-to-Face, and Zoom ID#295-259-2236

●W

10:30 AM

Women’s Meeting (WOW: Women of WAAGL) Face-To-Face

● SAT

10:00 AM

Women’s Meeting (WOW: Women of WAAGL) Hybrid:
Face-to-Face/ Zoom ID #295-259-2236

Other informal gatherings of AA members host workshops, and work with new members as
well at our location. For example, recently we hosted a watch party at our location with a
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plethora of people and potluck for the Bluff City Convention. WAAGL has the best back
porch of any AA group in the Memphis Area and we actively participate in Meetings-BeforeThe-Meeting and Meetings-After-The-Meeting. Many have gained experience, strength and
hope here as WAAGL fulfills its purpose of carrying the message to alcoholics who still suffers.
WAAGL was founded by a group of like-minded AA members on 12/18/1996 including Jim
K., GSR Service Rep., John S., Alternate GSR, and active members including Shelby C.,
Marilyn P., Pete P., John C. and Les S. Beginning with approximately 52 members, our enrollment has roughly tripled in the years following. The group has met at its current location
for approximately 10 years.
WAAGL is a traditions-based group, using AA conference-approved literature for our meetings. There is a strong tradition of sponsorship in our group and we are pleased to have attracted a large number of young AA members over the past few years, while still maintaining
a strong membership with significant sobriety.
We celebrate sobriety anniversaries of our group members on the last Saturday of the month
at 5:00PM with a pot-luck dinner and a speaker following at the 5:55 meeting.
WAAGL has faithfully fulfilled its primary purpose for 26 continuous years.
We are “Glum Nots” and we cordially invite you to “trudge the happy road of destiny” with us!
You will be warmly welcomed.
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Oct 20

Oct 19

Jan - Oct 20

7th Tradition/SC

0.00

10.00

12.00

Bluff City Group

0.00

0.00

500.00

Came to Believe Group

147.50

50.00

597.50

Central Gardens Group

50.00

50.00

600.00

Central Group

30.00

0.00

230.00

0.00

0.00

600.00

Collierville Group

487.72

393.02

1,251.87

Common Solution

0.00

0.00

600.00

Cordova Hope Group

0.00

75.00

212.12

Covington

0.00

22.00

105.00

District 21

498.62

0.00

498.62

Downtown Nooners N/S

0.00

0.00

50.00

Downtown Thursday Night Group

0.00

0.00

144.00

Earlybird

0.00

995.21

418.08

East Goodman Road

0.00

100.00

200.00

Frayser Group

0.00

50.00

25.00

Fresh Start AA Group

0.00

0.00

5.18

Friends of Bill W

0.00

240.00

461.83

Germantown Happy

0.00

0.00

400.00

Germantown Noon

99.00

288.83

2,629.50

Grace in the Grove

90.93

0.00

140.45

Happy Destiny

97.50

0.00

97.50

Heavy Hitters

Cherokee Group

20.00

0.00

60.00

Hickory Hill

0.00

0.00

100.00

Hopeful High Nooners

0.00

100.00

200.00

Horn Lake

5.00

0.00

60.00

IG Monthly rep meeting

0.00

0.00

69.55

Jaywalkers

0.00

0.00

142.76

320.03

418.65

1,512.41

Lakeland
Love and Tolerance

0.00

250.00

0.00

20.00

0.00

237.50

Millington

0.00

0.00

200.00

Mustard Seed

0.00

0.00

184.00

10.00

0.00

70.00

New Start

0.00

25.00

50.00

Nooners

0.00

0.00

250.00

Midtown Group

Neshoba Awakening
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Out-of-Towners Fellowship Group

0.00

0.00

90.00

Overton Park

0.00

0.00

30.00

Pleasant Hill

82.42

0.00

305.21

Primary Purpose

0.00

0.00

25.00

Real Deal/Oats Manor AA

0.00

0.00

213.38

150.00

30.00

650.00

0.00

160.00

0.00

75.00

75.00

525.00

0.00

0.00

200.00

Seriously Sober

393.96

0.00

1,996.97

Shady Ladies

200.00

41.31

900.00

Sober Journey

0.00

0.00

300.00

Soberpalooza

0.00

0.00

317.89

Solutions Group

0.00

140.00

842.44

South Memphis

0.00

0.00

29.97

S.O.S.
Saturday Reflections Group
Second Chance
Serenity

Stateline

0.00

0.00

96.80

54.00

0.00

100.00

The Bright Spot

0.00

0.00

100.00

Three Legged Stool

0.00

0.00

350.00

Tiki Group

0.00

0.00

321.00

Traditions

0.00

0.00

321.62

200.00

100.00

1,903.25

Unity Group

98.81

140.25

1,549.31

WAAGL

25.00

25.00

250.00

0.00

0.00

125.00

694.40

0.00

980.92

0.00
3,849.89

0.00
3,779.27

274.00
25,712.63

Steering Committee

Two Doors Down

Whitehaven Morning SunrisersWinchester
Worldly Indeed

This month, the IG Rep Meeting will
held on November 1, 2020, and will be a
hybrid meeting. You may join in person
at Leawood Baptist Church, 3638 Macon
Rd, Memphis, TN 38122, or on Zoom ID
604 292 8975.
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GERMANTOWN NOON:

WINCHESTER:

Deidrea P………......6 yrs

Erin M……….12yrs

Joy C…………...…..29 yrs

Melisa B……...8 yrs

Meredith K…………..4 yrs
Randy H………….....1 yr

MUSTARD SEED:

Mary S…………….35 yrs

Lara W…………...28 yrs

Julie C……………....2 yrs
REAL DEAL:

HOLLYWOOD GROUP:

Roy D……………....32 yrs

Luke N…………....32 yrs

Mildred S………...28 yrs

Anthony J…………..31 yrs

Anh C………..…….8 yrs
Luke N………..…...32 yrs

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
REAL DEAL:
Andre H………...16 yrs
Mildred M………….6 yrs

THINGS WE CANNOT
CHANGE:
William Holmes, 32
years sober
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Schedule of Events
MAIA IG REPS MTG
November 2 @1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom ID# 604 292 8975
Also at Leawood Baptist Church
3638 Macon Rd, Memphis 38122
MAIA GRATITUDE CELEBRATION
November 14 @ 5:00 pm
Zoom id# 604 292 8975
ARCHIVES, UNMUTED
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm via Zoom TBA
District 20 Monthly Business Meeting
November 7 @ 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Last Chance Group, 3002 Airways Blvd
Memphis, TN
District 21 Monthly Business Meeting
November 9 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 938 0624 2934 PW 2121
District 22 Monthly Business Meeting
November 7 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Area 51 Group, 3563 Thomas St
Memphis, TN 38127
District 23 Monthly Business Meeting
November 8 @ 11:00 a.m.
Zoom ID #851 8878 9376 PW 847990
District 24 Monthly Business Meeting
November 7 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Zoom ID #132801735 PW 020409
District 25 Monthly Business Meeting
November 11 @
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Germantown Municipal Park w/Zoom option
Memphis Area Treatment Facility Committee
November 2 @ 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 3400679076, PW 0
Memphis Area Correctional Committee
November 3 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Came to Believe, 2865 Walnut Grove
Memphis, TN 38111
Cooperation w/ Professionals Committee
November 16 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Zoom ID# 854 4657 0800 PW 135177
Memphis Area Grapevine Committee
November 10 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
White Station Church of Christ
1106 Colonial Rd, Memphis
Memphis Area Archives Committee
November 29 @ 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Two Doors Down
1578 Yorkshire
Memphis, TN 38119
Corrections Facilities Supportive Event
November 21 @ 1:30 pm—4:00 pm
Came to Believe
2865 Walnut Grove Rd

November 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Become a High Fiver!

Memphis Area Intergroup has been the link between the A.A. recovery community and the newcomer
and, even as importantly, with one another since 1960. Many of us are grateful to the office for its helping hand, but have either not known that Intergroup needs our support, or our contributions have been
put off due to our new busy and happy lives. “High Fivers” is a way we have found to allow members
to show their gratitude by making sure the services provided by the office continues.
High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a $5.00 contribution per month, either monthly,
quarterly, or annually. Contact our office with details on the ways with which you can submit your
monetary contributions.
Intergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for your contributions at the end of each calendar
year. These contributions are tax deductible.

Page 10

Stan E., Sobriety Date: June 20, 1989
G: Where you born, and what kind of childhood did you have?
S: I grew up in a suburb of NYC, New Rochelle, NY, that was first made famous as
the setting for the Dick Van Dyke show, and then a generation later, Jay Leno grew
up in New Rochelle, NY. I am an only child, born to parents who survived the
Holocaust and the concentration camps in Europe during World War II. That is
really part of my story. There is a psychologist, himself a child of survivors, who
interviewed other people like me, over 30 years ago. One of the people who was interviewed said, “The
most important event of my life happened before I was born.” I immediately identified with that statement. I’m not going to blame my parents for telling me the stories they did, but as a 7-, 8-, 9-year old boy, I was emotionally unprepared. There were two stories that my father told me that were especially scary, and the result of those two stories was that I saw life as helpless and hopeless. So, I was a train wreck waiting to happen.
G: When and how did your drinking get out of control?
S: My father would always say to me, what do you know about life? You didn’t go through the holocaust, I did.” At 29, I
became the age he was when Poland was invaded by Germany. I began to have panic attacks imagining myself in his life,
knowing what it was like to be beaten by guards, to lose my family….. I created a world of terror between my ears. To alleviate these, I would have a couple of beers, which became four beers, and so on. That was a lot of calories, and a lot of
volume, so I shifted over to wine.
My father collapsed in a restaurant and was taken to the hospital, where he was diagnosed with benign bleeding tumor in
his abdomen. Before surgery, he was given a stress test, where it was discovered a triple bypass was needed. My father
was scared, my mother was suicidal with the idea of life without him, and I began thinking, “Woe is me, that I will have to
face this some day”. If that is not alcoholic, self-centered thinking, I’m not sure what is. If there was ever an idea that I
wasn’t an alcoholic going to New York, I was certainly an alcoholic when I came back. Because of the stress, wine didn’t
have enough punch to it, so I discovered scotch. Scotch on the rocks. Then scotch, neat. Then, straight from the bottle.
At 39, I had a crisis of faith as the result of my rabbi’s suggestion that I didn’t have “perfect faith” after my wife had a miscarriage. I concluded that if this is what Orthodox Judaism has to offer me at a time like this, I don’t need it, I don’t want it.
I stayed out of the synagogue for a year and a half, and my drinking took a quantum increase as the result of that. That
kept going until an intervention by a friend of mine who was a clinical psychologist.
G: Where was your first AA meeting? What did you think of it?
S: My first AA meeting was at the Tower, which at that time was at northeast corner of the Union Planter’s building on
Poplar Avenue. I called the Intergroup Office and asked where there were meetings, and did I need to set a reservation? A
woman with a Lauren Bacall-like deep alto voice said, “You can come to any meeting unannounced.”
When I came to that newcomer meeting, I felt like I had found home.
A man named Scott, with three weeks sober, made an impact. Though I could imagine three weeks, I could not imagine
these people with years of sobriety. It turned out that he was someone that I knew from the university campus, and I feel
saved me, because he was one of those people I called early on when I was craving alcohol.
G: How did you come to find a sponsor?
S: There was another faculty member who was in recovery, and I asked him to be my sponsor.
He was my sponsor until he retired. I joined the Village Group last winter, and met Terry T. I
admired what he said and how he said it. I asked him to be my sponsor, and he was my sponsor until he died. There was somebody else I admired in the Village Group, Ed, so after Terry’s
death, I asked him to be my sponsor. That’s who my sponsor is now.
G: Have you sponsored others?
S: I have sponsored a few people, and they have drifted out of my life. All I can say is that it
helped me stay sober. One of the other things that helped me stay sober is through a course
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that I began teaching at the University on the Biology of Addiction. Some students had some emotional freight that they
were carrying and who wanted answers. At that time I had befriended a woman who was the director of one of the local
museums, and she came when I articulate the word “alcoholic”, what image does that conjure up in your mind? Living
under a bridge, sleeping in cardboard boxes, park benches in downtown, were the answers. Then a young girl said, “I
think of my grandmother”. That verified that there were students who were looking for some answers, and I could help in
this way.
G: How did you come to volunteer in the office?
S: I had wonderful plans when I retired: people to see, things to do, places to go, but then the coronavirus hit. When
things began opening up, Ed suggested I call Gina, and see if there was an opening for volunteer work. By mutual consent, Thursday mornings worked out, and that’s what I’ve been doing.
G: What other areas have you been involved with in service?
S: I was treasurer of the Cordova Hope group, until Hope Presbyterian closed to all groups after the pandemic hit. I am
now the IG Rep for the Village Group.
G: What special moments stand out in your sobriety?
S: We were invited up to New York to celebrate my son’s engagement. After festivities and food were the speeches. My
son took the microphone and said, “What did I learn from my Mother? I learned the world is imperfect and that each of us
has a responsibility to do what we can to make it better. What have I learned from my Father? I learned honesty and integrity.” When he said that, tears welled up in my eyes. Honesty and integrity? Me, the alcoholic? People do change.
That’s what stands out.
G: Which individuals were especially prominent in your sobriety?
S: Terry, Ed, and Scott, as I have said. There are people I look up to because they had what I wanted. There is this passage
in a book, the Talma, Ethics of the Fathers, which contains nuggets of wisdom to put in your pocket when you need some
inspiration. One is that you should sit at the feet of scholars and take in their words “thirstingly”. I don’t think there is
such a word in the English language, but “with intent”. Still Fred was one of those people I hung on to whatever he said.
Woody, a petite woman from the Tower. Oscar, who looked like he had gotten into some fights with an industrial saw and
lost. And Big Dan, who said that his grandchildren had never seen him drunk, and more than that, whose children knew
him as a drunk, now trust him with their children. I thought that was a really nice story, but fast forward a few decades,
and my grandchildren have never seen me drunk. My oldest son is deceased, but my younger son and his wife trust me
with their children. That’s such a blessing.
G: Where do you see yourself growing in recovery from here?:
S: There is a move coming up. My wife and I are moving to Israel to be near my son and his family. AA is international. I
have been to meetings in Portland, Washington D.C., New Rochelle, New York, on a cruise ship, and there are meetings all
over Israel. I plan to bring my experience, strength and hope wherever I go, and to pick up more experience strength and
hope, wherever I land.

AA’S TWELVE STEPS ARE A GROUP OF PRINCIPLES, SPIRITUAL IN THEIR NATURE, WHICH, IF PRACTICED AS A WAY OF
LIFE, CAN EXPEL THE OBSESSION TO DRINK AND ENABLE
THE SUFFERER TO BECOME HAPPILY AND USEFULLY WHOLE.
Page 15, Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. Reprinted with permission.

November 26
DAILY REFLECTIONS

Memphis Area Intergroup Association
3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
901 454-1414 office
901 454-0420 fax
memphisarea@bellsouth.net

memphis-aa.org

THE HAZARDS OF PUBLICITY
People who symbolize causes and ideas fill a deep human
need. We of A.A. do not question that. But we do have to
soberly face the fact that being in the public eye is hazardous, especially for us.
TWELVE STEPS AND TWELVE TRADITIONS, P. 181
As a recovered alcoholic I must make an effort to put into
practice the principles of the A.A program, which are
founded on honesty, truth and humility. While I was
drinking I was constantly trying to be in the limelight.
Now that I am conscious of my mistakes and of my former
lack of integrity, it would not be honest to seek prestige,
even for the justifiable purpose of promoting the A.A. message of recovery. Is the publicity that centers around the
A.A. Fellowship and the miracles it produces not worth
much more? Why not let the people around us appreciate
by themselves the changes that A.A. has brought in us, for
that will be a far better recommendation for the fellowship
than any I could make.
*reprinted with permission

M.A.I.A.
3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and will
be emailed to anyone interested. However, if you’d
like to receive a copy via USPS, a contribution of $5
monthly, or $60 annually, helps defray the costs involved. Fill out the form below and , along with your
contribution, mail to the above address. We thank
you!
Name______________________________
Email______________________________
Address_____________________________
City______________________State______

