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The old grad brought some old growl along to help him cheer the Old Team. 

He'll have to read the newspapers tomorrow to find out what the score was 

No wonder Wilbur was willing to rake the leaves. Frequent trips to the tool shed 

will end with Wilbur at the bottom of the pile 

A few nips to take away the October chill, and the wild life is safer than Harlow 

the hunter 

Harriet's hidden bottles are always a source of wonder to her husband at fur-

nace cleaning time. But where does she hide them when the furnace is going 

full blast??? 

Andrew's annual battle with the screens is just the beginning of a bender that 

will last until it's time to put them up again 

Hide the liquor!!!!!!! Here comes Harry for tricks or treats. Each Halloween he 

proves that there really is such a thing as a Hell on earth. . . . . . 
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MAIA 

IG REP 

Business meet-

ing will be on 

October 4, 2020             

at 1:00 pm via 

Zoom ID 

6042928975 



 

October Birthdays 
 

OUT-OF-TOWN FELLOWSHIP 

Meghan J…………….1 yr 

Denny C………………..1 yr 

Lenny K………………..4 yrs 

Diane Y………………..4 yrs 

Jamey H……………….4 yrs 

Dewayne P…………...11 yrs 

Maggie S……………...13 yrs 

 

COLLIERVILLE: 

Steve W……………...34 yrs 

David M………..…….16 yrs 

Jeffe P………………….11 yrs 

Jennifer H………………8 yrs 

Johnny B……….………...5 yrs 

Ryan T………………….5 yrs 

Jill M…………………...4 yrs 

Nancy……………...……..3 yrs 

Barbara F……..……….3 yrs 

Todd M………………..3 yrs 

Clayton C……………….2 yrs 

Matt J…………………….1 yr 
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GERMANTOWN NOON: 

Shane G……………….....8 yrs 

Brian H………………...14 yrs 

Cindy M…………...…….40 yrs 

Beth D……………….....2 yrs 

Brad P…………...……...1 yr 

Kimberly……………...…..1 yr 

Sandy D………………...1 yr 

 

REAL DEAL: 

Andrea H……….……...14 yrs 

Mildred M…………….....6 yrs 

 

 MUSTARD SEED: 

Cindy M…………….…...40 yrs 

John A…………………….4 yrs 

William S………………...1 yr 

Joe M……………………….1 yr 

Kevin C…………………..11 yrs 

 

CENTRAL GROUP: 

(September) 

George M……………………2 yrs 

Ashley S.P…………………..13 yrs 



 

Become a High Fiver! 

ROUGH-IT ROUNDUP 

October 1-4, 2020 

Joyner’s Campground; Somerville, TN 

MAIA IG REPS MTG 

October4 @1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

Zoom ID# 604 292 8975 

District 20 Monthly Business Meeting 

October 3 @ 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Last Chance Group, 3002 Airways Blvd 

Memphis, TN 

District 21 Monthly Business Meeting  

October 12 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Zoom ID 938 0624 2934 PW 2121 

District 22 Monthly Business Meeting 

October 3 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Area 51 Group, 3563 Thomas St 

Memphis, TN 38127 

District 23 Monthly Business Meeting 

October 11 @ 11:00 a.m. 

Zoom ID #851 8878 9376 PW 847990 

District 24 Monthly Business Meeting 

October 3 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am 

Zoom ID #132801735 PW 020409 

District 25 Monthly Business Meeting 

October 25 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Germantown Municipal Park w/Zoom option 

Memphis Area Treatment Facility Committee 

October 5 @ 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

Zoom ID 3400679076, PW 0 

Memphis Area Correctional Committee 

 October 6 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm 

Came to Believe, 2865 Walnut Grove 

Memphis, TN 38111 

Cooperation w/ Professionals Committee 

October 19 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm 

Zoom ID# 854 4657 0800 PW 135177 

Memphis Area Grapevine Committee 

October 13 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Zoom ID# 

Memphis Area Archives Committee 

October 25@ 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

Two Doors Down 

1578 Yorkshire 

Memphis, TN 38119 

Schedule of Events 

October 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

Memphis Area Intergroup has been the link between the A.A. recovery community and the newcomer and, just as importantly, 

with one another since 1960.  Although many of us are grateful to the office for its helping hand, some have either not known that 

Intergroup needs our support, or our contributions have been put off due to our new busy and happy lives.  “High Fivers” is a way 

we have found to allow members to show their gratitude by making sure the services provided by the office continues.   

High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a $5.00 contribution per month, either monthly, quarterly, or annually.  

Contact our office with details on the ways with which you can submit your monetary contributions. 

 Intergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for your contributions at the end of each calendar year.  These contributions 

are tax deductible.   

As an expression of gratitude,  you will receive a hard copy of this newsletter in the mail each month.  

We hope that you will join us in supporting Intergroup, so that it may continue serving the suffering alcoholic, the A.A. group and 

the community.  
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http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/maia-ig-reps-mtg-2/2019-12-08/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-20-2/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/last-chance-group
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-21-monthly-business-meeting/2019-12-09/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-22/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/area-51-group
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-25-monthly-business-meeting/2019-12-11/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/germantown-united-methodist-church
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-correctional-committee/2019-12-03/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/came-to-believe-3
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-cooperation-with-the-professional/2019-12-04/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-grapevine-committee/2019-12-10/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-archives-committee/2019-12-29/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/two-doors-down


GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS 

Page 4 

          

  Sep 20  Sep 19  

Jan - Sep 

20  

 Bluff City Group 500.00  300.00  500.00  

 Came to Believe Group 50.00  50.00  450.00  

 Central Gardens Group 50.00  50.00  550.00  

 Central Group 200.00  0.00  200.00  

 Cherokee Group 0.00  0.00  600.00  

 Collierville Group 0.00  0.00  764.15  

 Common Solution 0.00  0.00  600.00  

 Cordova Hope Group 0.00  0.00  212.12  

 Covington 0.00  20.00  105.00  

 Downtown Nooners N/S 0.00  50.00  50.00  

 Downtown Thursday Night Group 0.00  0.00  144.00  

 Earlybird 0.00  0.00  418.08  

 East Goodman Road 0.00  100.00  200.00  

 Frayser Group 0.00  0.00  25.00  

 Fresh Start AA Group 0.00  0.00  5.18  

 Friends of Bill W 286.83  0.00  461.83  

 Germantown Happy 0.00  0.00  400.00  

 Germantown Noon 304.50  440.78  2,530.50  

 Grace in the Grove 49.52  0.00  49.52  

 Growing Flowers 0.00  25.00  0.00  

 Heavy Hitters 0.00  20.00  40.00  

 Hickory Hill 0.00  0.00  100.00  

 Hope Presbyterian Church 0.00  65.00  0.00  

 Hopeful High Nooners 0.00  0.00  200.00  

 Horn Lake 10.00  0.00  55.00  

 IG Monthly rep meeting 0.00  34.00  69.55  

 Jaywalkers 0.00  0.00  142.76  

 Lakeland 0.00  0.00  1,192.38  

 Men of Recovery 0.00  10.00  0.00  

 Midtown Group 0.00  0.00  217.50  

 Millington 0.00  0.00  200.00  

  0.00  0.00  184.00  
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 Mustard Seed 0.00  0.00  184.00  

 Neshoba Awakening 10.00  10.00  60.00  

 New Start 0.00  0.00  50.00  

 Nooners 0.00  0.00  250.00  

 Pleasant Hill 0.00  0.00  222.79  

 Primary Purpose 0.00  0.00  25.00  

 Real Deal/Oats Manor AA 0.00  118.05  213.38  

 S.O.S. 0.00  0.00  500.00  

 Second Chance 0.00  75.00  450.00  

 Serenity 0.00  0.00  200.00  

 Serenity Group 0.00  150.00  0.00  

 Seriously Sober 274.40  86.00  1,603.01  

 Shady Ladies 200.00  300.00  700.00  

 Sober Journey 100.00  0.00  300.00  

 Soberpalooza 0.00  0.00  317.89  

 Solutions Group 282.44  0.00  842.44  

 South Memphis 0.00  0.00  29.97  

 Stateline 0.00  0.00  96.80  

 The Bright Spot 0.00  150.00  100.00  

 Three Legged Stool 0.00  100.00  350.00  

 Tiki Group 0.00  0.00  321.00  

 Traditions 0.41  100.00  321.62  

 Two Doors Down 200.00  100.00  1,703.25  

 Unity Group 487.82  124.95  1,450.50  

 WAAGL 25.00  25.00  225.00  

 Whitehaven Morning Sunrisers- 0.00  75.00  125.00  

 Winchester 0.00  0.00  286.52  

 Worldly Indeed 0.00  0.00  274.00  

TOTAL 3,030.92  2,605.78  21,804.74  
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OCTOBER 2015—AA Grapevine 

 

CHANGE IN FOCUS 
 
As a child, I believed in God. I said prayers at bedtime and attended church on Sundays. I studied religion at a Catholic 

school. I even talked to God like a trusted friend. In fact, I remember one “Mischief Night,” the night before Halloween, a 

group of teenagers smashed the jack-o’-lantern my father had carved and placed on our front porch. In my young mind, 

the jack-o’-lantern had been round and perfect. When I discovered that it had been vandalized, I was devastated. That 

evening, when I said my evening prayers with my mother, I asked God to replace the smashed pumpkin. 

Without telling me, my mother called my father at work and asked him to find another pumpkin. She didn’t want my faith 

shattered at such a young age. My father searched and searched, but the only pumpkin he could find was an enormous, 

odd-shaped thing, which he carved in the kitchen that evening. When he was finished, he woke me and presented our 

new jack-o’-lantern. Excitedly, I proclaimed it “The Great Pumpkin” after the “Peanuts” Halloween TV special. It was my 

best Halloween ever. My childlike faith in God had been preserved by my parents. 

Unfortunately, my faith did not persevere. When I was in seventh grade, my parents separated. I prayed for them to rec-

oncile. I watched my mother pray novenas, asking God for my father to return. He never did. He remarried. I felt like God 

had let my mother and me down. I didn’t see much point in praying if God didn’t give me what I wanted. 

As an adult, I tried prayer again. I had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder II in my early 30s and prayed for a cure. 

When God didn’t cure me the way I demanded, I lost faith again and stopped praying. 

In my early 40s, I came to AA because of my drinking. I was confronted with the God problem yet again. I couldn’t bring 

myself to fall to my knees or to ask him to keep me sober. I tried reading daily meditations and spiritual stories but noth-

ing seemed to work. I attended Step meetings and read the Second Step many times. I easily agreed with the various 

stories of the atheist and the believer who lost his faith, but I never noticed that Step Two contains a solution for those 

who cannot find faith. 

I continued with the Steps. I did a Step Four and wrote out my resentments and fears. I made an amends list and my 

sponsor guided me through making the actual amends. For the first time, I felt happy, peaceful and free. I didn’t entirely 

forget God. I kept an open mind. I read. I listened. I attended meditation meetings. 

Then one day, my mother said to me, “Don’t pray for outcomes, pray for strength.” I realized that what she said was right 

out of Step Eleven, in which we ask God “for the power to carry that [his will] out.” I realized it was time for me to quit the 

theological debate team. I needed to keep this “God thing” simple. I found myself praying for strength. I prayed my own 

versions of the Third and Seventh Step Prayers. I asked God to take away my selfishness and character defects so I 

could be useful to others. 

I reread the Second Step at a meeting the other day, and I saw that the solution to my long-standing problem had been 

there all along. “To acquire it [faith],” it says, “I had only to stop fighting and practice the rest of AA’s program as enthusi-

astically as I could.” That is exactly what I had done. I kept an open mind and practiced the rest of the program until I 

found my Higher Power. 

—Kathleen H., Cherry Hill, N.J. 

 

*reprinted with permission aagrapevine 
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CONTINUED 

TO 

TAKE 

PERSONAL 

INVENTORY 

AND 

WHEN 

WE 

WERE 

WRONG 

PROMPTLY 

ADMITTED 

IT 

HAS 

NO 

OPINION 

ON 

OUTSIDE 

ISSUES 

HENCE 

THE 

AA 

NAME 

OUGHT 

NEVER 

BE 

DRAWN 

INTO 

PUBLIC 

CONTROVERSY 
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HOME GROUP HIGHLIGHt:   

Downtown Thursday night group 

“Downtown Thursday Night Group” met for the first time on October 5, 2005 

at 7:00 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church at the corner of 3rd and Market 

Streets, in Downtown Memphis.  It began when Ralph M. saw a need for a 

evening meeting downtown, as the only meeting there at the time was the 

“Downtown Nooners”.  He felt that it would especially benefit business travel-

ers and tourists staying in the downtown area.   

Ralph M., Ed S., and Andrew T., the original group founders, met sometime 

in the summer of 2005 at Perkins Restaurant to discuss the group, its loca-

tion, format, etc.  It was decided to have a closed discussion meeting on 

Thursday nights, with the last Thursday to be an open speaker meeting celebrating group member’s birthdays.  It was 

also decided that the first Thursday would be a study of the Tradition that corresponds with the month, utilizing the book, 

“Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions”.  After reviewing the list of churches willing to host a meeting, it was obvious that 

the fellowship hall at St. Mary’s was perfect for the meeting.  Ron B, brought the idea of having “top shelf” doughnuts to be 

shared at the end of each meeting from his early sobriety in Cleveland, OH.  Another interesting custom is that DTNG 

uses marbles to denote sober time gathered during the first year, rather than poker chips. 

In November 2012, “The Grapevine” magazine featured a picture (shown above) of the group’s meeting space and ban-

ner.  Below is the picture of DTNG’s meeting space for now, in the courtyard of St. Mary’s.  It is a “hybrid” meeting, bring-

ing together the in-person, safe-distanced, mask-wearing members with 

those joining on Zoom, where the use of a large screen TV insures every-

one can be seen and heard.  

As it says in the Forward to the Fourth Edition of the Big Book of 

“Alcoholics Anonymous”, “Modem-to-modem or face-to-face, A.A.’s speak 

the language of the heart in all its power and simplicity. 

We would love to make this a recurring feature in 

The Tippler, so please send a photo of your meeting 

space (make sure there are no images of members), 

along with a brief history, or even just an anecdote, 

to:  

memphisarea@bellsouth.net 



 

Tradition 10:  Alcoholics 

Anonymous has no opinion on 

outside issues; hence the AA 

name ought never be drawn 

into public controversy. 

1. Do I ever give the impression that there 

really is an “AA opinion” on doctors? Psychia-

trists? Churches? Hospitals? Jails? Alcohol? 

Prescribed medications? Other drugs? Other 

12-Step programs? Vitamins? Al-Anon? The 

federal or state government?  

2. Can I honestly share my own personal ex-

perience concerning any of those without giv-

ing the impression that I’m stating the “AA 

opinion”?  

3. What in AA history gave rise to our Tenth 

Tradition?  

4. What would AA be without this Tradition? 

Where would I be?  

5. Do I breach this or any of its supporting 

Traditions in subtle, perhaps unconscious, 

ways?  

6. How can I manifest the spirit of this Tradi-

tion in my personal life outside AA? Inside 

AA?  

7. Should the meeting secretary intervene to 

remind AA members about this Tradition if a 

member starts criticizing one political party 

compared to others or favoring a religion over 

others? 

 

 

Step 10:  “Continued to 

take personal inventory 

and when we were wrong, 

promptly admitted it.” 

Concept X Every service re-

sponsibility should be matched 

by an equal service authority — 

the scope of such authority to 

be always well defined whether 

by tradition, by resolution, by 

specific job description or by 

appropriate charters and bylaws.  
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MAIA IG REP             

Meeting Schedule for 2020: 

October 4, 2020 

November 1, 2020 

December 6, 2020 
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Shannyn H. 
Sobriety Date:  February 19, 2017 

 

G:  Tell me a little bit about your life before you found AA.  When and where were you born?  What kind of childhood 

did you have? 

S:  I was born in Texarkana, TX.  I have divorced parents, and come from an alcoholic background. 

G:  As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

S:  Oh, I wanted to be an airline stewardess. 

G:  How did you start drinking? 

S:  I was 13 when I started drinking, as the result of a childhood trauma.  It was a way to escape.  I started drinking very 

strong cocktails, and I drank purposefully to get drunk.  The hard stuff. 

G:  When and how did your drinking get out of control? 

S:  That same day.  It was out of control from the first drink I ever took. 

G:  Because I know you, I know you have been in the military.  Tell me about that. 

S:   I was active duty Navy for eight years.  Definitely a good place for a drinking career.  I served my country for eight 

years. 

G:  What made you decide to join the Navy, especially as there weren’t the numbers of women serving at that time? 

S:  We were not at war, everything was peaceful. I joined to get me out of the situation I was living in at the time, and hop-
ing the military would take me to a place where I could live my life without the drama and the hurt that was going on in 

my life at the time. 

G:  When did you know you had hit bottom? 

S:  Gosh, I’ve hit bottom a lot of times. 

G:  What brought you to recovery? 

S:  On February 19, I attempted suicide, and my husband found me. 

G:  Do you recall your first AA meeting? 

S:  I went to WAAGL, my first meeting was WAAGL, after I got out of treatment. 

G:  And what did you think of it? 

S:  I thought it was a whole lot of people in one room.  It was a little intimidating. 

G:  Did you find that you were very welcomed there? 

S:  Yeah, I did.  People were all too willing to say hello and shake my hand and give hugs and welcome me to the commu-

nity.  I felt it was more like a community than a room full of people. 

 

MEET YOUR OFFICE  VOLUNTEER 



 

 

G:  Tell me about your early sobriety.  How did you choose your sponsor? 

S:  I didn’t choose a sponsor right away.  I had a sponsor in a different fellowship.  I was actually going to Suicide Anony-
mous, and I chose a sponsor there who was in two fellowships.  She served as my sponsor for SA and AA, and I worked 

with her through part of the steps, 1-4.   Then got a different sponsor, J.B.  I have been working with her for about a year. 

G:  How often do you meet with her? 

S:   I see her not as often as I meet with her, because of how far apart we live, but we speak on the phone often.  We have 

a close relationship in addition to going through the book work. 

G:  Have you sponsored any women? 

S:  No, not yet. 

G:  Is that something you’re looking forward to? 

S:  No.  It intimidates me.  It seems scary to think that I might be responsible for someone else’s sobriety. 

G:  How and why did you get into service work? 

S:  A little over a year ago, my sponsor told me that I needed to volunteer.  That as part of my sobriety, it is something I 

needed to do.  She needed me to volunteer here, or in my home group.  She gave me the number to this of-
fice.  The first time I called, either I called at the wrong time and got the answering service, or 

maybe I called at lunchtime and no one was here, and I was relieved.  I was very relieved.  And 
then for some reason, I called again, and again I got the answering service.  I said to myself, if I 
call back, and no one an- swers, I’ll know it’s a sign that I don’t have to do this.  And so, I called 

back literally 15 minutes later, and got someone here at the office.  So, there was no backing 
out.  It was on a Wednes- day, so I started coming on Wednesdays.  Now I work on Fridays.  

It’s been perfect.  It’s made me get out of my box and out of myself, and get outside of my agora-
phobia.  Its been a good thing. 

G:  How do you see yourself growing in recovery over the years?  What would you like to see AA do 
for you, and what would you like to see yourself do for Alcoholics Anonymous? 

S:   Well, I don’t know how to answer that, because right now I see myself doing what I am suppose to be doing.  As long 
as I talk with my sponsor.  We are reworking the steps.  I got what I was supposed to get the first time I worked steps, 

and now I am going to dig a little deeper. 

G:  Do you imagine you will begin sponsoring women as you go through the steps and increase your knowledge of the 

literature and growing in confidence? 

S:  My sponsor says she sees it for me, but I’m skeptical. 

G:  Well, that’s two out of three, because I see that too.  I have watched you get out of yourself and grow, especially hav-
ing agoraphobia and going through a pandemic where everyone is quarantined and the fear of leaving your home is with 

what is actually happened.  To watch you step outside of that and come into this office when we reopened shows the 

power of God, your willingness and your courage.  And for that, I am grateful. 

S:  Thank you. 

G:  Is there anything you want to add in closing? 

S:  Coming here, it’s a love now.  It is a love I don’t think I can live without.  I appreciate it, and I am glad I have the oppor-

tunity. 
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Daily Reflections 

October 31 

AVOIDING CONTROVERSY 

All history affords us the spectacle of striving nations and groups finally 

torn asunder because they were designed for, or tempted into, contro-

versy. Others fell apart because of sheer self-righteousness while trying 

to enforce upon the rest of mankind some millennium of their own 

specification. 

-TWELVE STEPS AND TWELVE TRADITIONS, p. 176 

As an A.A. member and sponsor, I know I can cause 

real damage if I yield to temptation and give opinions 

and advice on another’s medical, marital, or religious 

problems. I am not a doctor, counselor, or lawyer. I 

cannot tell anyone how he or she should live; how-

ever, I can share how I came through similar situa-

tions without drinking, and how A.A.’s Steps and Tra-

ditions help me in dealing with my life. 

 

“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and will be emailed 

to anyone interested.  However, if you’d like to receive a copy 

via USPS, a contribution of $5 monthly, or $60 annually, helps 

defray the costs involved.  Fill out the form below and , along 

with your contribution, mail to the above address.  We thank 

you! 

 

Name______________________________ 

Email______________________________ 

Address_____________________________ 

City______________________State______ 

 

Zip Code__________ 

 

 

M.A.I.A. 

3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104 

Memphis, TN 38122 

Memphis Area Intergroup Association 

3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104 

Memphis, TN  38122 

901 454-1414   

memphisarea@bellsouth.net 

memphis-aa.org 


