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Love

Love BY: C. H. | FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT

MARCH 1980

i ght WHEN I FIRST came to AA, | didn't know how to love. I still don't. All I know is that what | am doing ferediyptedty good. Ex

evidence is there; internally, | am not sure whether | am feeling the way the songwriters and Hollywouadl $ey¢ shaldd| Hatit

know any better.

Central If love is blind, so is the knowledge of love. | "love" ice cream, but | don't know whether I'm enjoyinthih yrop raeWeleas't

experience each other's sensations.

If I've learned to love in AA, it's been by not trying to learn to love at all, but by trying to do something else.

qn Like many other AAs I've heard, | come from a background deficient, not only in love, but in the fundanestital iftimacies e

most families. My father was painfully shy and withdrawn; | don't remember his ever really talking with.riv astatreowithgson

other hand, was unpredictably emotional. She would fluctuate from fury to tearful kisses, often within sametetinaunid lomdpe

WordSear life was a guarded truce; | don't remember using the words "Mom" or "Dad" from the age of ten on.
Under these circumstances, | grew up not only not knowing what love was, but mighty suspicious of it@bnaikd, || retreated

into fantasies, and later into alcohol. When | married, | was astonished at the open expressions of affetgient|¢te daightesgay

Two/ Twol/ in my wife's big and boisterous family. | tried to bring this warmth into my own family, but it was a leabyedttsichvitnerendene

glass.

Home Gr o

Central

When | came into AA, | was told that if | wanted to stay sober, | would have to learn to love; that in anden¢odisgrn to love
Calendar I would have to learn to love myself. I didn't know what the hell they were talking about. I'm not sure | do yet.
The first thing | had to do, as with so many of my other attitudes, was get-fpoaish&hotusible with talking ke
is that everybody gets amey and all deaged and very seficed, and that makes me very uncomfortable.
ger ! " 7 . .
| was in a somewhat unusual position relative to the phenomenon of love, because, never having experiertaed| it fully, | w
view it as an outsider, like a Martian observing humanity's quaint ways.
It was a relief to me, after some study, to come to the conclusion that love does not really exist amiistlfHysicilis not
absolute. Love really is nothing in itselipgdsiation of something Bsewhat?
It was interesting to observe how love defies linear logic. You cannot reason love. If | say | love my wibebewmakise she is &
Birthdays I am not loving her at all. | just do, that's all, and it must not be explained, at the peril of its owfodsthesioand lonky reasw]
reason at all.
I looked carefully at all théirbiglovers of my acquaintance, those who seem to love everything so easily smd talk about it
Group Contri gliblg. It seemed to me that all thisofttteioving was done at a careful distance. It is easy to be compassidferiag@buutitudg
or sentimental about an entire high school graduating class. But to love another person, an individiiately lifardeelf and in
- When | posed all these earthshaking questions to my fellow AA members, | was told, "Keep the cork in the boftle, keep c
Daily Reflec fheetings, work the AA program, and try to help others do the same thing. And if you feel like talking, heneanyynmewthber. [Call
| compared this response to that of another group of which | am a member, a local running club. Nice pedple, gll of them.
interesting, helpful, and mutually supportive in our common efforts to improve our physical performance.
But deeply caring, sharing, loving? No. And that is the big difference.
The AA group is a gathering of sharing, caring, loving people. More important, they love each other asaiasret¢ individual
members of a group. Why?
Because they need each other and they know it. Further, they are willing touatimit ibve is to acknowledgattred
M A | A lationship, and therein is a mysterious psychic strength.
We think of the tree, the branch, and the bird that flies from it as separate events in nature. But perkapmfin thq great sch
| G R E P things, they are parts of a single, interrelated whole. If we recognize that the tree and the branch antb#echiotrereinethéed
R pexfarman nature's,cosmic play, we can see that we, too, are interrelated and mutually dependent inrttdgseifoddange of o
B usili ness thei&il aoéc(i/sn ar, g]d@?s, for me, was the beginning of love.
i | | | b e b ? FGer acl@ovmedged mutual dependaricg and sharifgas the soil in which my seed of love could grow. Througlh the
welve Steps, | was Shown how to sweep aside the primacy of concern with self, to discard the selfishnesthohdh®gange that
F e b r uart y All thée Aere obstacles to love, and as | began to learn to turn my life and will over to God as | undisistapniieringe &fs

202 ;

Me et You

Gordon C.

2]

hur_nilitbbe n to appear.
]. . d withfthisl8me, finally, the spiritual awakening that was the awakening, for the first time in my fiégentéhatlinique ex
inadeqpategycall love. It was not the "l want everyone to love me and I'll do anything to get it" love.yiubagthioyplyeddoxatign,
ﬁjalifi tiomyor expectation. Love can be offered with a smile.

t
0O
|lqoryastehd around on street corners just loving everybody today. But in an AA

8915 M

ing or any
t
t
a

9

gathering, | know | am in the kind of community of love that every therapy, je
_aneah&swxye@er@kly seeks. Love is our glue.
When Pope John Paul Il visited the U.S., he told a gathering of young people,
@thv&.l which@ tHa opposite of escape.” When Mother Teresa of India, winner of the N
egge priz asked what she gave the thousands she helped, she replied simply, "We\
C [&e Iove.?':\waa )
p h | S rough AA, | have learned that we are all born with a single set efdnstructions
!l love one another. Our success in this world depends totally on how well we follow those instruc-
tions. To me, itis as blindingly and beautifully simple as that.
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Feee HONE{GROURHIGRLIGHT
CENTRAL GROUP

THE CENTRAL GROME formed in 1944, and was the first group in Memphis to receive an official group number fro
General Service Office in New York.

May 26, 1941

Mr. and Mrs. Clark and Ellen B., write a letter to the Ruth Hock at The Alcoholic Foundation requesting & cbpy of Tt
Alcoholics Anonymous. While they were not Alcoholics themselves, they wanted to remain Anonymous and help Alc
er. Ruth Hock stayed in touch with the Anonymous Couple through letter writing and would send any Memphis inqui
They resided at 1498 Goodbar.

19411944
Memphis was |isted in the General Service Office as
Jan 20, 1944

The first AA meeting in Memphis was founded by traveling salesmen from Birmingham Alabama who were member:
Points Group there. That Birmingham group still meets today. These men were Harry Huckstop, Wally Hartsfield, an
Clower. They were joined by Dr. Ed Thorne from Holly Springs, MS. This meeting was held in the basement of the F
on January 20, 1944.

These meetings continued every Friday night until The Alcan CAubegqmemiecheeting would take place at The YMCA
Downtown in the Spring of 1944.

May 17, 1944

The first correspondence with the group is dated May 17, 1944. Wally H. wrote with Bobby B., secretary at the Alcot
tion, with: il have rarely heard of a finer d¢theart t
ball rolling. Harry H. and Warren C. have been as helpful as possible and the resulbiddaegtabpshie2Owith the

bl essing of the cityds | eaders. (To say nothinfg of t

Commerce in the basement of The Peabody Hotel. Many of us will journey down to Birmingham to see anadmeet Bil
that city. o

June 26, 1944

The next correspondence is a group information sheet dated June 26, 1944. The group had 26 members who met a
on FridaysHoward U. was the secretary for the group.

August 1944

The Centr al Group holds itdéds first meeting at b2 Ma
members from both The Peabody Meeting and the YMCA Meeting.

August 1945

Secretary Oscar M. reports to The Alcoholic Foundation that The Central Group is Memphis' first Alcan Clubhouse &
Members. The Clubhouse was called The Central Group Meeting Rooms. In the early days, AA Clubhouses nationw
name Alcan Clubs, derived ANongmousour Fel |l owshipb6s name

January 17, 1946
Charles L., of the group, wrote to Bill W. on January 17, 1946.

ilt has been our custom since the early beginniAng of
these meetings our membership has been privileged to invite their families, doctors, ministers, or othgpdwsming a dire
al interest in the members of the group. These meetings have undoubtedly been a very strengthening thing for our ¢
hold them we have secured excellent speakers from the groups in other cities and this has of course adddd interest
keep our group rejuvenatdé. have found them a great inspiration, a



September 19th, 1947

The Central Group is host to The Southeast Conference and invites Bill Wilson to Memphis, where he introduces the
AAGs 12 Traditions, known then as ATwelve Points to

1948

The Central Group of Memphis reaches 225 members, the largest membership to date.
December 17th, 1955

The Central Group petitions the Alcoholic Foundation for Group Number

January 27th, 1956

The Central Group is issued its Group #112@681 Gheup in Memphis to be issued Group Number.

January 27, 1936 a letter from Charlie to Bill Wilson, it thanks him for the information in his letter andaeefiees to himse
G.S.R. of the Central Group. This is followed by a letter from Ed P. to the G.S.O. dated February 13, 1857. He wrote
gave a talk at the Southeastern Convention, and mentioned a movie about A.A. in production at that times Accordinc
mentioned that Bill W. was working on the film. He wants to know when this is going to be released so thargroups in
be prepared for large numbers of newcomers. G.S.O. responded to Ed P. on February 17, 1957, with a letter. It say:s
gave that talk in the summer of 1956, while Bill W. was in Hollywood working on the film. They also sdyetwat it will pr
hour long television program, and that G.S.O. will inform the groups about it when it is ready. The lettanatisermentior
A. A. related T. V. progr am, iOne Day at a Time, 0 whic

September 17th, 1956.

The Central Group Meeting Rooms/ Alcan Club originally housed The Area Intergroup .The Central Group and The .
group G&ponsored the first Public Meeting of Intergroup of Memphis. It was held at the Goodwyn Institute Auditoriu
tured Dr. Will M. of Corsicana Texas. After The Assembly, guests were invited back to The Alcan Club for Food anc

The Central Groupods first address was on Madi siethe, as
same P.O. Box used when The Central Group got its Group #112661 in 1956.

The Memphis Area I ntergroup s-h985withdThae Gemtral @@upi son Addr e

Issues surrounding card playing and gambling divided the group and it lost many members in the early 60's. A numk
members then formed the Paramount Group up the street at 1484 Madison, in the former Paramount Dance Studios
same fate from the same root eaase playing and gamblengd closed in 1970

19611967

The Central Group is listed in meeting direct@ries in
GSO archives all the way through 1967. Up @n
1965, the address listed is 152 1/2 Madison.| |1 &
and 1967, there is no address listed, but the [cc
person was Charlie L. and secretary was Wil|ie
1968, 1969 & 1970, there was no listing for Ge
Group at all.

(Charlie L. is Charlie Luke, the fifth recorded|m
for Central Group in 1944. He was a central fig
early Memphis AA and in The Central Group
Big Book is signed by Bill Wilson, and is on dis ##
the Intergroup Office. We have two photogrdp! i

him on display, as well.)

Cont 6d next page
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CENTRAL GROUP, con6t from page 3

19681970

The Central Group is defunct during this period. No listings of meetings are in GSO Archives. The Central Group w
inactive for the next three years. Some of the remaining members attend The Paramount Group, which was starte
prior Central Group members.

1971

The nofgambling oriented members of the Paramount Group reformed the defunct Central Group. Clara Steverson
mund, Helen Seely, and Bud Rose were all founding members of note. The new meeting place was at 663 S Rem|
was a vacant neighborhood grocery store which was o
came part of a large chain. Many considered it to be the best group in Memphis at the time and one of the best evi
phis. There were two floors, abundant literature was stored in the meat locker, there were big glass wintews, a ple
Chairman's desk, beautiful-leteded Steps and Traditions (Clara did this!), beautifully reupholstered furnitide (Bud F
this, a trade he learned in prison). In 1971, the GSO listing has The Central Group as meeting Monday, Wednesde
Sunday at its new location on Rembert. The Central Group resurrected its Group #112661 after a 3 year hiatus at
January 8, 1971. Floyd M. was the contact person, and the mailing address was 663 Rembert. This is coupled witt
Information Card also dated January 8, 1971. It shows that the Central Group had Floyd M. as a G.S.R. and both |
Ann H. as contacts.

March 2, 1972

The last correspondence by written letter from the group is a group information card datdeldydribicR, AAd2Ann
H. were listed as the contact people for the group. They had 20 members who were now meeting every day but Tt

2012

Phillip Swartz and Joe Payton found the house at 3544 Forest Avenue, and it was purchased in April 2012 for $4,C
to pay $8, 000 in back taxes in order to get aumpmpope
A few walls were knocked down, creating a comfortable meeting room, with a fully equipped kitchen and bathroom
room for children to stay in during meetings. The front porch was refurbished by Y. C. Anderson and mtd@rew. Iti
know that Group Members pitched in with money and labor of love to build Our House. The House officially opene
2012, and the first recorded meeting in our logbook was on 8/12/2012, at 7pm.

CURRENTLY

Central Group has been fortunate to have managed to stay open every single day since the pandemic began. Dur
months of lockdown, we have had some very small meetings, but there were usually two or more alcoholics and a
enough to ensure our sobriety for one more day! We now have three daily meetings: noon, 7pm, and the 7pm Zo
(ID 6541944343, passwords 3544). In fair weather, when there is a crowd, we have had outdoor meetings in the b

Central Group is a Singleness of Purpose Meeting; all of our meetings are closed. If you think you haveog problen
you are welcome to attend.

oCourtesy, Kkindnleswse
are the keynotes by
come 1 nto harmony Wwi

anybody.
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TOLERANCE
UMDERSTANDING
UMSELASHMESS
VICTORY
WORSHIP

SYMPATHY

PATIENCE
PEACE
PITY
POWER
RESPECT
REWARDS
SPIRIT
SUBLIME

WORD LIST:

HONESTY
HOPE
HUMILITY
INTIMACY
Joy
KINDLINESS
LOYALTY
MODEST

ACCEPTANCE
FREEDOM
GENEROUS
GENUINE
GOD
HAPPINESS
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Become a High Fiver!

Memphis Area Intergroup has been the |ink between the A.A.
i mportantly, with one another since 1960 Many of wus are
not known that I ntergroup needs our support, or our contri
' i véksi.gh &iiwvea sway we have found to allow members to show |
provided by the office continues.

High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a $5.
annually. Contact our office with details on the ways wit
Il ntergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for
contributions are tax deductible.

As an expression of gratitude, you wil | receive a hard co
We hope that you will join us in supporting Intergroup, s¢

group and the community.


http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/maia-ig-reps-mtg-2/2019-12-08/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-20-2/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/last-chance-group
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-21-monthly-business-meeting/2019-12-09/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-22/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/area-51-group
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-24/2019-12-07/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/district-25-monthly-business-meeting/2019-12-11/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/germantown-united-methodist-church
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-correctional-committee/2019-12-03/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-correctional-committee/2019-12-03/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/came-to-believe-3
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-cooperation-with-the-professional/2019-12-04/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-cooperation-with-the-professional/2019-12-04/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-grapevine-committee/2019-12-10/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/event/memphis-area-archives-committee/2019-12-29/
http://www.memphis-aa.org/venue/two-doors-down
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