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TODAY is Good Friday, the day my Saviour went to the cross to die for my sins. That's
my religious faith and it's as sacred and personal as my own private life. But religion
isn't AA and AA isn't religion. I've had the same religious belief for as long as I can remember but I didn't stay sober. In fact, Easter was one of the times I was certain to
drink. It's a long holiday weekend, and it called for a celebration. Getting drunk was my
way of celebrating anything.
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The MAIA IG
Reps Meeting
will be held April
11, 2021 at 1:00
pm via Zoom ID
6042928975.
Email the office
for the password.

Today Easter has a special significance for me. It calls for a very special celebration. In
humble gratitude I think of my own rebirth, brought about through AA and faith in a
Higher Power. Before AA I didn't care about anyone, not even myself. Today I care very
much what happens to you and when you're troubled I wonder if I can help, because I
love you. This is my spiritual faith, and I think it's very much AA.
What I was like is pretty well answered in the beginning of this story. Everything good,
bad or indifferent called for a celebration and my way of celebrating was to get 'drunk. I
loathed myself; I couldn't care about anyone else. I had little or no control over myself
when drinking; I was afraid to drink unless my husband was with me. He'd noticed my
lack of control when we were married fifteen years before and had extracted a promise
from me that I'd drink only if he was with me. I thought it was pretty nice of me to be so
faithful. But I nagged and argued all the time we were together if we didn't have something to drink. I was twice as bad if we did and he thought we'd had enough.
That awful thirst! God keep me from the first one that starts it. Never did I stop unless I
was forced to. I never went into bars alone so I didn't have to pick up men to buy drinks
for me. But I'm an alcoholic; I had to drink, and I was getting progressively worse. I'd
reached a point where I needed a drink when I was alone in the evening (although I still
told my husband about it). And even though I hadn't yet picked up any men, I remember
sitting in a bar in Anchorage, Alaska, kissing some guy in an Air Force uniform. I don't
even know what he looked like but I do remember the expression in my husband's eyes
when he came over to say we were going home. My husband didn't look angry, just
very sad; I was so ashamed, and thought I must be going crazy.
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“My Easter Celebration”, Cont’d from page 1

A woman I know left her husband after she got sober because she said she couldn't respect a man who would take
what he had. She thought he was gutless, but I think it takes tremendous courage to stand patiently aside while the
woman you love kisses drunken strangers, always hoping for the day when she'll be normal again. My husband
understood better than I how sick I was; I hope I never forget to be grateful. I blamed him for my drinking when actually he was my only control, and that control seemed to be slipping awfully fast. I suddenly seemed to be on a
toboggan-slide and couldn't get off.
I was a completely confused alkie and for years I'd been afraid my husband would leave me because of my drinking. When the time came that I called AA for help I was afraid he'd leave me because I couldn't drink with him. But I
wanted sobriety so badly I was willing to take that chance; of course when I told him what I'd done he was delighted, and has never ceased to help and encourage me.
So you see it was only by the Grace of God that I found AA and sobriety. Only my Higher Power can keep me sober even though I'm the only one who can make me drink. For many years I'd prayed that if God would just take
away the desire to drink, give me the strength to say "no," I could manage everything else. And it didn't work, I still
drank. But when I could say, "Just show me the way, I can't take any more," I was free.
That's what I was like and that's what happened. What am I like now? I'm alive and free and I've learned to love. I
look at this beautiful earth and give thanks for the privilege of spending some time on it. I have no serious problems
because I give them to my Higher Power and I don't have to drink.
*reprinted with permission AA Grapevine

Step Four:

Made a searching and fearless moral inventory
of ourselves.

Tradition Four: Each group should be autonomous except in
matters affecting other groups or AA as a whole.
1. Do I insist that there are only a few right ways of doing things in AA?
2. Does my group always consider the welfare of the rest of AA? Of nearby groups? Of Loners in
Alaska? Of Internationalists miles from port? Of a group in Rome or El Salvador?
3. Do I put down other members’ behavior when it is different from mine, or do I learn from it?
4. Do I always bear in mind that, to those outsiders who know I am in AA, I may to some extent
represent our entire beloved Fellowship?
5. Am I willing to help a newcomer go to any lengths—his lengths, not mine—to stay sober?
6. Do I share my knowledge of AA tools with other members who may not have heard of them?
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TWELVE CONCEPTS FOR WORLD SERVICE:
CONCEPT FOUR
Short Form:
At all responsible levels, we ought to maintain a traditional “Right of
Participation,” allowing a voting representation in reasonable proportion
to the responsibility that each must discharge.

Long Form:
“Throughout our Conference structure, we ought to maintain at all responsible levels a traditional “Right of Participation,” taking care that each
classification or group of our world servants shall be allowed a voting representation in reasonable proportion to the responsibility that each must discharge.”
1. Do we understand the spiritual principles underlying the “Right of Participation”?
2. What does “in reasonable proportion” mean? Do we understand when it is appropriate for A.A. paid staff to have a vote at the General Service Conference or in our local service structure?
3. Do we expect that, because we are A.A. members, we should be allowed to
vote at any group, even if we are not active members of that group?

Trusted Servants Have a Right of Participation
This Concept basically tells us that there should always be a right to vote and
debate (discuss) by certain world trusted servants equal to the job they perform.

No organizational charts here.
The idea of “participation” can usually stop the misapplication or misuse of final
authority, while reminding us at the same time that the “spiritual corporation”
of A.A. should never include any members who are regarded as “second class.”
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ALICIA D., Friday Afternoons
G: What is your sobriety date?
A: Halloween of ’16!!!!
G: Tell me about your life before AA. Where were you born? What kind of childhood did you have?
A: I grew up in Laurel, Mississippi, with a happily married mother and father. It was a very Ozzie and Harriet way to grow up; a
very “Beaver Cleaver” life. We were Southern Baptist, so no alcohol in the house. Actually, the only alcohol we had was for
the bananas foster my Mother loved to cook, and it stayed in the back of the lazy Susan. It was ideal. No trauma, no drama,
just sweet. Very, very sweet.
G: As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A: A veterinarian, or a counselor.
G: How did you start drinking?
A: I started drinking in my mid 40’s, when things got complicated with my kids. I drank at first to cope, and then it became a
problem. It didn’t require kids anymore, it just got worse and worse. I isolated more and more, and my used-to-be busy life
became one of isolation and depression.
G: When did you know you had hit bottom?
A: I had already gone to treatment once, and I thought I was cured. But of course, I wasn’t. I did not go to meetings, I did not
have a sponsor, and I did not do anything for spiritual growth. I had come back from that rehab and started drinking again. My
family caught wind of it, and decided it was time for an intervention. My Dad got there a few minutes early, because he knew it
was not going to go well with all the family there together, so he took me out back and sat me down asked me if I was drinking.
I told him yes, and he said, “You know what this means? You’re going to end up alone, in a one-bedroom apartment with no
husband, no kids, no dogs. Just you.” That was it for me. I had a vision because I could see that was probably where I was
headed. I knew it was true. So I packed my bags and went to treatment again.
G: Is that where you first heard of AA?
A: No, when I came back from treatment for the first time, they told me to go to AA. I started going to a meeting, but did not
feel like I fit in with the group. Instead of looking for a group where I felt like I fit, I instead, quit going altogether. My sponsor at
that time quit, and instead of finding a new sponsor, I chose to do nothing about that, either. And the drinking naturally began
again from there.
My first real AA meeting probably happened while I was in treatment the second time. I just remember that, before we said the
Lord’s Prayer, the man leading the prayer said, “Who made the rivers and saved our livers?” And that’s was my first real
memory of an AA meeting.
G: So, what took you to your first treatment center?
A: I had a bad reaction to a medication. When I went to my doctor, he looked at my lab work and said, “I think you’ve got a
drinking problem. I want you to follow the 4-3-2-1 formula that we have. The first day you need to drink four drinks; the next
day you need to drink three drinks; the next day you need to drink two drinks; the next day you need to drink one drink; and
then you don’t need to ever drink again.” When I couldn’t make it off of day one with only four drinks, I knew I was in trouble. I
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couldn’t even make it the first day, so I called my sister, and said, “Ellen, I need to go to treatment. I need you to help me find
a place.” We got on the internet, and looked for places with beautiful pictures. The one I chose had horses and beautiful
beach scenes. I just looked at it as a spa retreat experience that I was going to have. I had no idea what I was really getting
myself into.
G: How did you come to find a sponsor?
A: When I was at treatment the second time, I found my first sponsor. A great lady named Marion there had a friend that she
did a lot of stuff with here in Memphis, and recommended that I call her. That’s how I got Joy C. as my temporary sponsor.
My current sponsor is someone that I asked a few months after getting back, because she was no-nonsense, very honest. I
knew I was a master manipulator, and knew I needed somebody tough. She was the toughest woman I knew, but with a very
kind heart. I knew that was exactly what I needed, so I begged her to be my sponsor. Her name is Anne D.
G: What has been your experience sponsoring others?
A: I have had one experience sponsoring another woman. It did not go exactly as planned. She is currently in Texas, and I
don’t know what she is doing. She had asked Anne to sponsor her, but she was busy and asked if I would do it. I said of
course I would, because as you know, you do what your sponsor asks. With no questions!
G: How and why did you get into service work?
A: When I came home from treatment, I wasn’t working. I didn’t exactly have plans for working either, so my sponsor recommended that I start doing service work with my time to share with others what I had been blessed with. The first thing I did
was call Brenda B. and asked if I could volunteer. That was how it started, probably in February or March of 2017. I’ve been
there ever since.
G: What other areas of service have you been involved with?
A: I’ve gone to treatment centers, carrying meetings. I’ve driven women from Grace House to meetings, and I have served
on the Steering Committee. I’m always here with an ear for anybody who needs to talk. I’ve always been a pretty open book,
and to live my life that way.
G: What is your home group?
A: “The Nooner” is my home group, which meets at the Germantown Presbyterian Church at noon.
G: Have you had more than one home group:
A: My first home group was Traditions. They were all wonderful! I especially loved Milton, and George, and Devereaux, and
Ray.
G: That leads to my next question….Which individuals have been prominent in your sobriety?
A: My sponsor, of course, and Jean and Terry S., and Devereaux. He has always been a person I could go to be completely
honest with, and I know he always has my best interest at heart. And he speaks bluntly.
G: What special occasions do you recall in your time in AA?
A: Traditions’ birthdays always come to mind. We always celebrated on a Saturday. We all got together and cooked and
fellowshipped, and had a speaker meeting. Those were always memborable. I loved Bluff City, and the Gratitude Dinners
were always good, and I loved Founder’s Day, too.
G: How do you see yourself growing in AA in the future?
A: I’ve still got a lot of spiritual growth to do. We have started a group on Saturday mornings for women, and it seems to be a
good starting point for that. We are like-minded women getting together discussing “As Bill Sees It’. It usually ends up revolving around the spiritual aspects of the program, and I have really come to enjoy that.
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Responsibilities and Activities of IG Representatives
•

Attend the monthly IG Rep business meeting

•

Keep the Intergroup Office informed of IG Rep change of name, address,
phone number, or email address

•

Encourage each group to have an active IG Rep and Alternate

•

Serve as a liaison between your home group and MAIA

•

Visit and learn about all of the services MAIA provides

•

Serve as a volunteer, wherever possible, on the MAIA Information committee
or The Tippler Publishing committee.

•

Become a volunteer at your Intergroup Office

•

Encourage your group members to sign up for 12-Step Calls

The office will be closed on
April 2, 2021, in observance of
Good Friday.

12 Step Calls Relayed…………………………...15
AA Meeting Requests……………………………...117
General Information……………………………...71

Walk-Ins……………………………………………..59
Tipplers Mailed……………………………………….45
Tipplers Emailed…………………………………….
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THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE

THE ACCEPTANCE GROUP
Mondays and Fridays at 7:00 pm
1552 Gwynn Rd; Nesbit, MS 38651
THE STAIRWAY GROUP
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Grace Community Church
2018 Bartlett Rd., Memphis, TN 38134
RULE 62 GROUP
Sundays at 6:00 pm
Zoom ID: 9186700041, PW: welcome
THE SHIPWRECK GROUP
Sundays at 7:00 pm
Horseshoe Lake Baptist Church
241 Lake Estates Dr; Hughes, AR 72348
CENTRAL GARDENS WOMEN
Wednesdays at noon
Zoom ID: 89183086408 PW: 840792

We’re excited to welcome the groups that have been founded in our area
recently. Let’s support these meetings with our attendance and our love!!!
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

GERMANTOWN NOON:
Kristy C…….……….....22 yrs
Betty G……………....41 yrs
Julie M…………….….3 yrs

WINCHESTER:
Gary K……………..30 yrs
Ed S……………..….27 yrs
Jason S………..…..12 yrs
Donna S………..…….8 yrs
REAL DEAL:
Arsania H……….....12 yrs
MUSTARD SEED:
Bill M………….....….38 yrs
Patrick C…...……….6 yrs

TRADITIONS:
Milton Mc…………......48 yrs
Paulette O………..…...26 yrs
Fred F………………...21 yrs
Stacie B………….....10 yrs
Victoria G……...…..….5 yrs

CENTRAL GARDENS GROUP:
Betty G……………....41 yrs
Caroline N……………...33 yrs
Gil H………………......4 yrs
Walter S………………...10 yrs
SERIOUSLY SOBER:
Craig H…………….……….36 yrs
Chad B…………..……..13 yrs
THREE LEGGED STOOL
GROUP:
Lee R…………...……...3 yrs
Don A………………...….32 yrs
COLLIERVILLE GROUP:
Gary S………………..15 yrs

THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE

“Every form of addiction is bad, no matter
whether the narcotic be
alcohol or morphine or
idealism.”
Dr. Carl Jung

Page 11pAGEpA11

Schedule of
Events
MAIA IG REPS MTG
April 11 @1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom ID# 604 292 8975
Also at Leawood Baptist Church
3638 Macon Rd, Memphis 38122
MAIA Information Committee Workshop
“Technology and the 12th Step Call”
April 10, 2021 @ 2-5:00 pm
Zoom ID#6042928975
District 20 Monthly Business Meeting
April 3 @ 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Last Chance Group, 3002 Airways Blvd
Memphis, TN
District 21 Monthly Business Meeting
April 12 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 938 0624 2934 PW 2121
District 22 Monthly Business Meeting
April 3 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Area 51 Group, 3563 Thomas St
Memphis, TN 38127
District 23 Monthly Business Meeting
April 11 @ 11:00 a.m.
Zoom ID #851 8878 9376 PW 847990
District 24 Monthly Business Meeting
April 3 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Zoom ID #132801735 PW 020409
District 25 Monthly Business Meeting
April 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Germantown Municipal Park w/Zoom option
Memphis Area Treatment Facility Committee
April 5 @ 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 3400679076, PW 0
Memphis Area Correctional Committee
April 6 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Came to Believe, 2865 Walnut Grove
Memphis, TN 38111
Cooperation w/ Professionals Committee
April 19 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Zoom ID# 854 4657 0800 PW 135177
Memphis Area Grapevine Committee
April 13 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
White Station Church of Christ
1106 Colonial Rd, Memphis
Memphis Area Archives Committee
April 25 @ 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Two Doors Down
1578 Yorkshire
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Become a High Fiver!
Memphis Area Intergroup has been the link between the A.A. recovery community and the newcomer and, even as importantly, with one another since 1960. Many of us are grateful to the office for its helping hand, but have either not
known that Intergroup needs our support, or our contributions have been put off due to our new busy and happy lives.
“High Fivers” is a way we have found to allow members to show their gratitude by making sure the services provided by the
office continues.
High Fivers is a program of commitment; we commit to a $5.00 contribution per month, either monthly, quarterly, or annually. Contact our office with details on the ways with which you can submit your monetary contributions.
Intergroup, in return , will send an acknowledgement for your contributions at the end of each calendar year. These contributions are tax deductible.
As an expression of gratitude, you will receive a hard copy of this newsletter in the mail each month.
We hope that you will join us in supporting Intergroup, so they may continue serving the suffering alcoholic, the A.A. group
and the community.

April 4
DAILY RELCTIONS
Memphis Area Intergroup Association
3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
901 454-1414 office
901 454-0420 fax
memphisarea@bellsouth.net

memphis-aa.org

M.A.I.A.
3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and
will be emailed to anyone interested. However, if
you’d like to receive a copy via USPS, a contribution of $5 monthly, or $60 annually, helps defray
the costs involved. Fill out the form below and ,
along with your contribution, mail to the above
address. We thank you!
Name______________________________
Email______________________________
Address_____________________________
City______________________State______

Zip Code__________

CRYING FOR THE MOON
This very real feeling of inferiority is magnified by his childish
sensitivity and it is this state of affairs which generates in him that
insatiable, abnormal craving for self-approval and success in the eyes
of the world. Still a child, he cries for the moon. And the moon, it
seems, won't have him!"
LANGUAGE OF THE HEART, p. 102
While drinking I seemed to vacillate between feeling totally invisible
and believing I was the center of the universe. Searching for that
elusive balance between the two has become a major part of my
recovery. The moon I constantly cried for is, in sobriety, rarely full; it
shows me instead its many other phases, and there are lessons in
them
all. True learning has often followed an eclipse, a time of darkness,
but with each cycle of my recovery, the light grows stronger and my
vision is clearer.

