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Home Group Highlight:
Pleasant Hill Group
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The miracle of AA is multi-faceted. How it came about, when it came
about, may be more miraculous than you realize.
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HGH: PGH, cont’d
The word “scientist” was first used in 1833. Philosophy and science
were indistinguishable before then. Presocratic philosophy focused
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HGH: PGH, cont’d
on myth and reality. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle thought about a lot
of stuff but mainly good and evil in the context of human nature. Me12/12/12
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dieval philosophy (St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas (Summa Theologica)) focused on religion. Enlightenment philosophy (Descartes,
Group Contributions
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Kant, Hume) focused on science. Modern philosophy (Hagel,
Nietzsche, Heidegger) focused on the history of mankind and the huContributions, cont’d
7
man experience. Studying the brilliance of these philosophers and
A Miracle
8
their contributions is thrilling, no doubt.
Old…..Grapevine 1956
It is beyond question however, that the “linage of human thought”
Miracle, cont’d
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would have never produced Alcoholics Anonymous. Freudian psychologists would never have constructed anything like AA’s 12 Steps.
Birthdays/Things We
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Cannot Change
The brilliant Dr. Carl Jung was trying to figure out addiction yet didn’t
Calendar
11
come close to the 12 Steps.
Bill Wilson’s spiritual experience in the Townes Hospital was what
Daily Reflections
12
created AA theology. No one “figured it out,” not even Bill Wilson. In
an effort to “figure it out” Bill read William James, “Variety of Spiritual Experiences.” Published in 1903, this book was considered the forerunner of modern
psychology. It is the most difficult book I’ve ever tried to read. No way, “this simple program” comes out of that (although James makes significant contributions regarding
“stream of conscience” and “spirituality”).
Alcoholics Anonymous is so obviously a product of God’s grace it
should take our breath away. No one but the Almighty “came up with”
the 12 Steps of AA.

The next MAIA IG Reps meeting will be Sunday, December 12, 2021
@ 1pm at Leawood Baptist Church; 3638 Macon Rd., Memphis, TN
38122 & Zoom ID 604 292 8975 PW 76237
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Narrative and History of Pleasant Hill Group
The Pleasant Hill Group of AA started in the spring of 2010. Like many other groups we were founded with a resentment and
a coffee pot. Three of the founders who had been attending another group decided that things weren’t being done according to Hoyle
so they put their heads together to look for a meeting place to form a new group. Several were considered and we decided on and
originally met at Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 3787 Pleasant Hill Rd. Olive Branch, MS in a trailer classroom building. By the
time the first meeting was held two others had joined us with one supplying the coffee pot so we were in business. We attribute much
of our success to our first group conscious, which was to operate the group as closely to AA Traditions as was possible. There was no
lack of experience to accomplish this as those first five had 38, 27, 22, 21 and the baby had 19 years of continuous sobriety. In accordance with AA tradition which states that we are self supporting we paid the church rent for the space as well as all the utilities and
any related expenses.
The group thrived and it was decided to form a recovery club and to make it a goal to find a larger place of our own to meet
and possibly purchase. The club was named Stepping Stones Club. Our goal was to provide space for ourselves as well as other 12
step groups in addition to AA. Of course, our group is entirely separate from the club. Anyone who is a member of any 12 Step group
which meets at the club can be a member if they so desire. As in AA, there are no dues or fees. Some of this history relates to the
club as well as the group but it is related in the sense that the Pleasant Hill Group is the backbone of the club.
In 2012 outgrew our meeting space in the trailer so we rented an old house next door to and from the church which was over
100 years old and in much disrepair. On first look some of the members said, “there ain’t no way.” Others thought we might be able to
repair it to a level suitable to have meetings. The address is 3711 Pleasant Hill Rd. Olive Branch, MS. After a year of renting, it became possible to purchase the property and 1.83 acres from the church by having several members sign to stand good for the mortgage and we secured a bank loan. We immediately began to invest sweat equity and renovated the house extensively which included
replacing the roof, shoring up the foundation, leveling the floors which sagged a great deal, removing walls to provide larger meeting
rooms and adding central heat and air. We also replaced the siding all around the building. This was done entirely with donations of
materials and labor of members of the club. Most all of our furnishings were also donated by members and friends.
The club’s goal of providing space to other recovery groups has been realized as we now have, in addition to two AA groups,
two Alanon groups, a Narcotics Anonymous group and most recently a Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous group (SLAA). For a time
we also had a Gamblers Anonymous group. These groups now hold a total of 27 meetings per week in the club house. Though
money is sometimes tight we continue to pay our bills and renovate.
Our goals are to continue renovation and eventually build another structure on the property designed specifically for 12 step
meetings and continuing to use the existing structure for smaller meetings. Meetings now have in attendance anywhere from 8 to 100
people. The group and the club histories are intermingled as they were formed simultaneously but independently.
The original plans were to have 3 noon AA meetings per week; Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. These days were chosen
in order to not conflict with another local meeting which had noon meetings on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. In a matter of a very
few weeks it became obvious that there was a need for daily noon meetings. Soon after that it was decided to add 7 p.m. meetings. At
about the same time a few members decided to have 8 a.m. meetings as well. So there we were in a matter of a couple or three
months grown from 3 noon meetings per week to 3 meetings per day. The exception was there was no noon meeting on Sunday so
as not to disturb the church services being held in such close proximity. Since then there has been added a 5:30 p.m. meeting on
Sundays for a total of 21. Saturday and Sunday 7 p.m. meetings are open while all others are closed.
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Shortly a group of Alanons started a group, the Happy Hour Group, and met in the same trailer but in a different room. They
also moved to the new clubhouse.
Early on the group decided to start a monthly birthday celebration meeting. Since most AA groups at the time were celebrating birthdays during the last week of the month making many speaker meetings but few discussion meetings available during that
time of the month Pleasant Hill Group decided to celebrate on the first Saturday of each month for all sobriety dates for the preceding
month. We decided to use the fellowship hall of the church for these meetings since they were expected to have more people attending than could fit in the meeting room. This meeting was to be a speaker meeting. In the beginning it was decided to call this meeting
Saturday Nite Live in order to honor the memory of a defunct meeting in the Whitehaven area of Memphis. It was also decided to use
the format of another former Memphis meeting, Into Action. The meeting was to feature two 10 minute speakers and a main speaker
as well as a pot luck meal. The Alanons soon wanted to have an Alanon speaker for one of the 10 minute slots and this was agreed to
since this was an open meeting. The 10 minute speakers did not work well as it was difficult for a speaker to share much in just 10
minutes. Then the two 10 minute speaker format was abandoned for an Alanon speaker, birthdays recognized, pot luck, and then an
AA speaker. This made for a 2 hour meeting but worked very well. This format is in use as of this writing. Saturday Nite Live regularly
has 70 to 130 in attendance.
The 8 a.m. meetings decided and petitioned PHG to actually form a separate group for this time slot. PHG agreed and the
Morning Meditation Group was formed and took over the morning time slot. Although PHG and MM are separate groups we do operate in harmony with one another given our sharing of space and other resources.
PHG tried different ideas for meeting types and times. As of this writing the group meets at Noon and 7 p.m. every day except Sunday when there is no noon meeting. The Morning Meditation Group meets in the same room every day at 8 a.m. The Happy
Hour Alanon group meets on Monday evening at 5:30 p.m. The DeSoto Alanon group meets on Thursdays at 7 p.m. NA has three
meetings a week. For a couple of years another group, Fill the Bill, met on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. They were a step taking and
step study group. That group has recently ceased to meet.
The membership and attendance is now more than one hundred members (we do not know how many more, nor do we
much care) with 15-30 members and visitors in normally in attendance at meetings. The membership list would literally be in the hundreds but we kept the list pared to known active members. We have since decided to not even attempt to keep a roll of the membership and we are fond of our saying that, like AA itself, if you say you are a member of the Pleasant Hill Group, then you are. We estimate membership according to the number of sobriety dates celebrated each year. But we are blessed by having such a good facility
to celebrate that we invite any and all from any other group who wish to join us and we celebrate their dates as we do our own.
As the Stepping Stones Club (incorporated with the State of Mississippi and 501c(3) certified) is the landlord of all the groups
that meet there the rent arrangement is as follows; each group keeps their own financial records and pays to the club 75% of all donations (the basket) to the group. Open meeting collections go entirely to the
club so as to not mix in non AA donations. This takes care of the mortgage
payments, utilities, all supplies for meetings including coffee, sodas, paper
products needed, insurance, literature and any other expenses that arise.
The club purchases all literature for the groups and those proceeds go back
to the club. There is no profit on literature as the club sells it at cost. Our
goal was to be able to host various groups but not have to keep all supplies
separate as we had seen other clubs have trouble in this area. In this manner everyone who meets there is welcome to any needed literature or

supplies without fear or need of using another group’s literature or supplies as there is no separation of such. So, each group of each fellowship that meets at the Stepping Stones Club retains
25% of their basket to use as it sees fit. The PHG holds it’s 25% and each quarter disperses all
funds other than a prudent reserve of $100. As of this writing the proceeds of a fiscal quarter
after rent and expense payment to Stepping Stones Club come to $800 to $1,000. It is dispersed as follows: 50% to District 54, 30% to Area 37, 10% to GSO and 10% to Memphis Area
Intergroup Association. We developed and adopted this pie chart in the spirit of each group remaining autonomous. The reasoning behind our distribution percentages is that since our District serves our group most in that it maintains a volunteer manned hot line and provides meeting schedules it gets the largest share of our contributions. The Area is next in line as providing
the next most support. Then GSO and MAIA are next in needs provided for.
Presently PHG is active in all these service areas. We also have all trusted servant
positions filled and have alternates for almost all the positions.
Our group is very healthy and attracts a good mixture of new and long term sobriety. We regularly have newcomers. And as
the Covid Pandemic affected us as all others we made some changes to accommodate. When mandates went into place concerning
social distancing we moved many meetings outside while others moved to online meetings. The Stepping Stones Club purchased and
installed all the equipment needed to conduct virtual meetings via Zoom. This equipment, being provided and maintained by the club,
is shared with all groups and meetings associated with the club.
With the facilities available to us we regularly conduct events such as cookouts with games for adults and activities for children. There was much work involved to arrive at this place but it has been a pleasure and we are all pleased with our groups and facilities. We hope they both outlive us all.
To illustrate how God helps those who help themselves I will briefly relate an incident that occurred shortly after we acquired
our present meeting place. As I noted earlier the old house was in a pretty decrepit condition when we took it over. Our first job was to
“stop the bleeding”. Most all of the damage the house had incurred was due to a roof that leaked like a sieve. The water damage had
the ceilings sagging and floors rotting underneath old, waterlogged carpet. We had no money to replace the roof at the time so we
adopted a temporary solution. We purchase a very large blue tarp and covered the roof with it. That got us through the first winter.
Then I was contacted by the secretary of the church we bought the property from. She said that a couple had stopped at the church
office and inquired as to who owned the old house. They thought it was owned by the church but by then we had purchased it. She
put them in touch with me. They were owners of a business which installed large commercial roofs. They said they had just finished a big job in Houston, Texas. They had
prayed and asked God for help in securing that contract. They told him that they would
try to pass on the blessing should they get the job. They told me they had made a great
deal of money on that job and said that it appeared that our meeting place needed a
roof. They said that if we would allow they would like to donate and install a new roof for
us. Talk about being right on time, God timed this one just right.
Of course, had we been only an AA group we would not have
been able to accept their kind offer due to our Tradition of being
self-supporting. But having formed and incorporated as a club
entirely separate from AA we were able to allow them to do that
for us. Coincidence? Maybe. I like to think otherwise.
These are the facts as well as I recall them at this time.
Darrell C, November, 2021
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STEP 12:
Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these
steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics, and to
practice these principles in all our affairs.

TRADITION 12:
I’m not invested in your
feelings, I’m invested in
your healing.

Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our
Traditions, ever reminding us to place principles
before personalities.

Lorraine, Any Length Group
August 6, 2021

CONCEPT 12:
The Conference shall observe the spirit of A.A. tradition, taking care that it
never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient operating
funds and reserve be its prudent financial principle; that it place none of its
members in a position of unqualified authority over others; that it reach all
important decisions by discussion, vote, and whenever possible, substantial
unanimity; that its actions never be personally punitive nor an incitement to
public controversy; that it never perform
“Nothing is too hard when it
acts of government; that, like the Society
it serves, it will always remain democratic
is broken down into small
in thought and action .
parts.”
Howard A., 2008, via Bill F., 2021
Graveyard Group
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS
November 2021

Nov 21
ABC Group -

Nov 20

Jan - Nov
21

0.00

0.00

400.00

AMAA

34.26

0.00

59.83

Any Length Group

36.00

0.00

210.28

Bluff City Fellowship

0.00

0.00

1,500.00

Bluff City Group

0.00

0.00

400.00

Bullfrog Corner Group

0.00

0.00

488.70

Came to Believe Group

50.00

97.50

900.00

Central Gardens Group

0.00

50.00

550.00

23.00

0.00

498.00

Collierville Group

0.00

0.00

1,481.45

Collierville Hopefuls

0.00

0.00

305.27

100.00

0.00

200.00

Cordova Hope Group

0.00

0.00

152.29

Design For Living

0.00

0.00

841.24

Downtown Nooners N/S

0.00

0.00

100.00

876.80

0.00

1,081.99

Earlybird

0.00

0.00

2,215.41

Frayser Group

0.00

0.00

50.00

Freedom Road Recovery Fellowship Hall

0.00

0.00

20.00

Friends of Bill W

0.41

0.00

550.41

Germantown Noon

167.60

351.75

2,167.08

Grace in the Grove

0.00

48.60

295.25

Great Reality

0.00

0.00

5.81

Happy Destiny

50.00

97.50

350.00

Heavy Hitters

100.00

20.00

229.66

Hickory Hill

0.00

0.00

20.00

Horn Lake

10.00

0.00

105.00

IG Monthly rep meeting

0.00

33.00

17.00

Jaywalkers

0.00

0.00

50.48

Lakeland

0.00

0.00

947.55

Love and Tolerance

0.00

0.00

150.00

MAIA

0.00

0.00

92.43

Midtown Group

0.00

7.80

530.65

Millington

0.00

0.00

200.00

130.00

0.00

290.00

10.00

10.00

110.00

0.00

0.00

135.00

Central Group

Common Solution

Downtown Thursday Night Group

Mustard Seed
Neshoba Awakening
Out-of-Towners Fellowship Group
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Overton Park

0.00

0.00

120.00

Personal Adventure

0.00

0.00

278.84

92.27

0.00

390.17

S.O.S.

0.00

0.00

199.11

Second Chance

0.00

75.00

0.00

Seeking Our Sobriety

0.00

0.00

2.56

Serenity

0.00

200.00

300.00

Serenity Group

0.00

0.00

225.00

Seriously Sober

70.00

194.60

1,273.89

Shady Ladies

100.00

100.00

1,300.00

Shipwreck

100.00

0.00

150.00

0.00

100.00

400.00

397.43

0.00

397.43

Solutions Group

0.00

0.00

840.00

South Memphis

10.00

0.00

228.52

Steering Committee

0.00

0.00

33.00

Straight out of Bondage

0.00

0.00

454.00

159.25

0.00

1,266.27

Three Legged Stool

0.00

0.00

201.83

Traditions

0.00

0.00

300.17

300.00

200.00

2,500.05

0.00

0.00

776.94

105.00

45.00

875.00

Whitehaven Morning Sunrisers-

0.00

0.00

200.00

Winchester

0.00

0.00

430.50

Pleasant Hill

Sober Journey
Soberpalooza

The Nooner

Two Doors Down
Unity Group
WAAGL

Worldly Indeed
TOTAL

0.00

0.00

901.56

2,922.02

1,630.75

31,745.62
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DECEMBER 1956, AA GRAPEVINE

A miracle old…..a miracle new
BY: H.W. | WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT
CHRISTMAS IS AN OLD MIRACLE--shrouded in legends only half believed, tarnished by commercial tinsel. . .a day for children greedy for good things soon discarded, a day for sentimentality and for nostalgia. It is also a day when the hearts of
simple, good people remember and return to the knowledge of its true meaning with
gratitude and love.
For these the Star shines just as brightly, the manger is still as real, the meaning
as clear as it has been for hundreds of years. But for us it seems to me it is a particularly poignant time. It highlights perhaps more sharply than any other period of the
year the profound change our sobriety has produced in our lives.
For us alcoholics, Christmas was a time most devoutly to be gotten through
without disaster. If we could pray, we prayed, "This time let me get through it without
hurting too many too much." If we were alone we prayed for oblivion in order that our
loneliness, our separateness from the human race, would go unheralded, even by
ourselves.
How different, and how lovely, this ancient celebration is now! This time
it is different, this time we know there will be no pain caused by our inability to bring to
those we love the symbols of that love. This time those of us who live alone are not
alone. How different it is, and how splendid.
There is another difference too. The miracle at Bethlehem is revived but once a
year; then it is put away for another twelve months, leaving but a lingering half-heeded
memory of its meaning.
Each of us has, however, a personal miracle of our very own. It has a living legend. . .it is a young miracle just over twenty years of age. We carry it with
us every day of our lives and we renew its shining reality
every time we go to an AA meeting.
This miracle of ours can never be wrapped in last year's
tissue and put away with the silver snow and the aging angel
for the top of the tree. If we do, well do all of us know the answer: some of us have taken our miracle for granted too long
and some of us have not had a second chance to trim the tree
again.
believe we owe a deep and welcome sense of responsibility to our miracle. It is not enough to acknowledge it. We
must cherish it with vigilance and remember it with deeds.
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The responsibility of our sobriety extends far beyond our personal freedom from the
obsession of our illness. As our fellowship has grown, so has our influence.
You older members have had time to see this influence at work. It is reflected in
the lives of your children, in your work and in your communities. We newer members
have benefited beyond measure by your early trials. Our acceptance of the program
has been made easier and smoother because of your painful experiences. You endured the growing pains and we have inherited the benefits of your growth. Because
of you and the very influence you have extended in every area of our society, many of
us have been spared years of painful search and some of us have been given life
again, even though we had not gone down the road of economic or social ruin.
This year marks the twenty-first year, the coming of age, of our fellowship. This
Christmas time we might perhaps give a special prayer and a particular thanks and
gratitude to Ebby Bill and Dr. Bob and all of those others whose inspired therapy
brought us back to health and sanity and the blessed ability to trim a tree without fear,
to give thanks without alcoholic cheer and to pray with a heart free of guilt.
We who are recently joined with you need sometimes to be made aware of the debt
we owe to you "old timers" and you must be patient with us. We too will grow up some
day. After all we share the same miracle and light our candles at the same fire of
brotherhood.

AAWS is experiencing supply chain problems, and several formats of
several of our favorite books are on backorder, some until mid-January.
The following titles are unavailable at the moment:
Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions (Hard Cover)
Daily Reflections (Large Print)
As Bill Sees It (Soft Cover, Hard Cover, and Large Print)
Dr. Bob & The Good Oldtimers
Is A.A. for You? (pamphlet)

“What alcohol used to do for me quickly,
AA did for me slowly.”
Lance, at Downtown Thursday Night Group
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December Birthdays
LAKELAND GROUP
Steffani R………….2 yrs
Katie M……...3 yrs
Leonard G……….3 yrs
Fred B…………….
Richard R………….6 yrs
Linda Z………...10 yrs
Blythe W……………….11
yrs
Jenny N…………..12 yrs
CAME TO BELIEVE
Colin R…………….57 yrs
Whitney F………..7 yrs

REAL DEAL
Emilie D………….3 yrs
Jimmy J……………..13 yrs
Howard D……..26 yrs
WORLDLY INDEED
Mason W…………….1 yr
RULE 62 GROUP
Micki FB…………….6 yrs
Doug K……………..33 yrs
CENTRAL GROUP
Betty P.S…………..13 yrs

DOWNTOWN THURSDAY
NIGHT GROUP
Ralph M……..35 yrs
Gina F……….22 yrs
Kenneth R………...8 yrs
Brad K…………...3 yrs
MUSTARD SEED
Hank H…………...37 yrs
CENTRAL GARDENS
Jan W…………...25 yrs
HOW IT WORKS
Alan H…………….26 yrs

THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE:
Marie W., Any Length Group, 30 years

Edna W., Shady Ladies

Molly N., Came to Believe Group, 3 years

Chris C., Central Group, 1 year

Denny F., Central Group

Pat S., Bluff City Group, 44 years

Tom H., Millington Group, 30 years

Mark R., Central Group
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Schedule of
Events
MAIA IG REPS MTG
December 12 @1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Zoom ID# 604 292 8975
Also at Leawood Baptist Church
3638 Macon Rd, Memphis 38122
District 21 Monthly Business Meeting
December 13 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Crosstown Concourse, West Atrium, 3rd
Floor Church Lobby
District 22 Monthly Business Meeting
December 4 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Area 51 Group, 3563 Thomas St
Memphis, TN 38127
District 23 Monthly Business Meeting
December 12 @ 11:00 am.
Zoom ID #851 8878 9376 PW 847990
District 24 Monthly Business Meeting
December 4 @ 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Zoom ID #132801735 PW 020409
District 25 Monthly Business Meeting
December 25 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Germantown Municipal Park w/Zoom
option
Treatment Facility Committee
December 6 @ 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
Zoom ID 3400679076, PW 0
Memphis Area Correctional Committee
December 7 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Came to Believe, 2865 Walnut Grove
Memphis, TN 38111
CPC/PI
December 20 @ 6:45 pm - 7:45 pm
Zoom ID# 854 4657 0800 PW 135177
Memphis Area Grapevine Committee
December 14@ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
White Station Church of Christ
1106 Colonial Rd, Memphis
Memphis Area Archives Committee
December 26 @ 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Two Doors Down
1578 Yorkshire
TCYPAA FRIENDSGIVING HOLIDAY
December 11 @ 6pm-9pm
258 N. Merton

DECEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Scan to contribute to MAIA
The Seventh Tradition states: “Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.” While contributions cover each group’s rent and other expenses, the Seventh Tradition is essential at every level of A.A. service. It is both a privilege and a responsibility for groups and members to
ensure that not only their group, but also their intergroup/central office, local services, district, area,
and the General Service Office remain self-supporting. In keeping with A.A.’s
Seventh Tradition of self-support, we accept contributions only from A.A. members.

Memphis Area Intergroup
Association
3540 Summer Ave., Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122
901 454-1414
memphisarea@bellsouth.net
memphis-aa.org

M.A.I.A.
3540 Summer Avenue, Suite 104
Memphis, TN 38122

“The Tippler” is a free monthly publication, and will be
emailed to anyone interested. However, if you’d like to
receive a copy via USPS, a contribution of $5 monthly,
or $60 annually, helps defray the costs involved. Fill out
the form below and, along with your contribution, mail
to the above address. We thank you!
Name______________________________
Email______________________________
Address_____________________________
City______________________State______

Zip Code__________

Daily Reflections, December 2
Serenity
As I continued to go to meetings and work
the Steps, something began to happen to
me. I felt confused because I wasn't sure
what it was that I was feeling, and then I realized I was experiencing serenity. It was a
good feeling, but where had it come from?
Then I realized it had come ". . . as the result
of these steps." The program may not always
be easy to practice, but I had to acknowledge
that my serenity had come to me after working the Steps. As I work the Steps in everything I do, practicing these principles in all
my affairs, now I find that I am awake to
God, to others, and to myself. The spiritual
awakening I have enjoyed as the result of
working the Steps is the awareness that I am
no longer alone.
*reprinted with permission from AAWS

